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Viet-Nam Shifts Emphasis From 
Economic Controls to Development 


Governmental attention to economic control measures in Viet-Nam 
appeared to abate somewhat in the first quarter, as the Government 
evinced increasing concern with economic development. 

Economic policymakers devoted much of their energies to the 


formulation of goals for a 5-year 
projects for agricultural development, 
and to the establishment of incentives 
for private capital investment. Mean- 
while, the business community was 
adapting operations to the control 
measures previously enacted by the 
Government and in certain instances 
was making vigorous representations to 
obtain modifications of the controls. 
Foreign Capital Invited 

The major achievement of the Viet- 
Namese Government in early 1957 per- 
haps was its lengthy examination of the 
principal precepts of its economic policy, 
which culminated in a formal declara- 
tion by President Diem soliciting the 
participation of private capital at home 
and abroad in the economic develop- 
ment of his country. 

The President outlined a number of 
incentives his Government would offer 
investors in order to speed economic 
development, including a guaranty 
against nationalization and expropria- 
tion without due compensation, a vari- 
ety of temporary tax advantages, and a 
provision for the remittance of profits 
and the repatriation of capital. (For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 25, p. 5.) 

From the standpoint of foreign trad- 
ers, another noteworthy accomplishment 
of the Viet-Namese Government in the 
first quarter was the final elimination 
of some of the most pressing import- 
control administrative problems. While 
1956 had been a year of change, adjust- 
ment, and lagging license issuance, im- 
proved licensing procedures were ef- 
fected early im 1957. By February, 
licensing under the American-financed 
commercial import program had reached 
a record level, when licenses valued at 
$27 million were approved in a week, 
as compared with a monthly average 
for 1956 of only $16.7 million. 

Foreign trade statistics for the first 
2 months appeared to parallel closely 
those. for the comparable period of 1956. 
By means of the commercial import 
program, imports remained high, 
amounting to $36.2 million, nearly 10 
percent over the $33.1 million recorded 


plan, to the further elaboration of 





for January and February 1956. Textiles 
again were the principal import articles, 
with chemicals, vegetable products, and 
metals and manufactures following in 
order of value. 

The United States, France, and Japan 
continued to share about three-fourths 
of the Viet-Namese market fairly equal- 
ly, but the leading position gained by 
the United States in 1956 was lost again 
to France in January and February of 
1957. This development may indicate 
inadequate sales promotion efforts in 
Viet-Nam by American exporters and 
manufacturers’ representatives, a par- 
ticularly plausible explanation in view 
of the disproportionately large volume 
of agricultural surplus commodities 
among American exports. 


Exports Low 


Viet-Namese exports remained low in 
January and February, amounting to 
only $11.7 million, or less than 5 per- 
cent above 1956. Rubber shipments, 
largely to France, accounted for more 
than 90 percent of total exports, but 
the recent lifting of the 1% year sus- 
pension on rice exports is starting to 
change the rubber trade’s predominant 
share of Viet-Namese exports. 

The resumption of rice shipments was 
delayed initially, apparently owing to 
supply problems complicated by the 
overvalued state of the Viet-Namese 
piaster, which is pegged at 35 to the 
dollar officially, but sold at approxi- 
mately 75 to the dollar on the limited 
access “free’’ market for tourists and 
profit transfers, and at about 96-99 to 
the dollar in Hong Kong at the close of 
the quarter. 

To overcome the obstacle of an over- 
valued currency, the Government turned 
to a mixed rate for rice shipments which 
will enable exporters to exchange one- 
third of their exchange earnings at the 
limited access rate and two-thirds at 
the official rate. The fall in the ex- 
ports of a number of minor products 
apparently led the Government to adopt 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Field Offices Giwx 


Quick Service 


Information on all phases of world 
trade—from comprehensive economie 
and business data to details gq 
export and import regulations—j 
quickly and directly available 
businessmen in their own localities 
through the 33 Field Offices of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 

Conveniently located in the busi. 
ness centers-of the United States, the 
Field Offices are staffed with 
trade specialists who keep abreast 
of developments in the United States 
and abroad. Aided by the current 
information and publications sent to 
them regularly from Washington, 
they are well equipped to serve worlg 
traders in their communities, 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
800 cooperative offices—local cham. 
bers of commerce and other business 
organizations—which have been fur 
nished with Department publications 
and reference materials for use by 
businessmen. 

The addresses of the Department's 
Field Offices follow: 

Aipesuceee® N. Mex., Room 321, Pat 

Office » 

Atlanta $ a., 604 Volunteer Bidg., @ 

Luckie St. NW. 
Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. 8. Post Office and 


Courthouse B dg: 
Buffalo 3, N. Y¥., 117 Ellicott St. 
Chariesten 4, B. C., Area 2, Sergeant 
Jasper Hidg.. West End Broad 
Cheyenne o., 307 Federal Office Bldg. 
Chicago é, iit, 326 W. Jackson Blvd. 
incinnati 2, Obie, 442 U. 8. Post Office 
and Courthouse. 


Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave, 


Dallas 1, Tex., Room 3-104, Men 
Mart, 00 8. Ervay St. 
Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse, 
Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bldg. 
Greensboro, N. C., Room 407, U. 8S. Post 
Office Bldg. 
a 2, Tex., 624 First National Bank 
g. 
Jacksonville 1, Fia., 425 Federal Bl 
Kansas City 6, Me., Federal Office 
Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 
Memphis 8, Tenn., 212 Falls Bldg. 
Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 
Minneapolis 1, Mina., 319 Metropolitan 


Bldg. 
New Guteons 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 
New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 
Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 
Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 
Portland 4, Oteg., 217 Old U. S. Court 
house. 
Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 
a 1, Va., Room 409, Post Office 


dg 
St. Louls 1, Mo., 910 New Federal 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 SW. Temple 
San Francisco 11, Calif.. Room 419 Cum 
tomhouse. 
Savannah, Ga., 235 U. 8S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 
Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 
For tocat telephone numbers consult 
U. 8. Government tection of phone book 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Ee” 


New Construction at High Level 





half of March; new construction held 
at high levels. Revenue collections 
reportedly were higher than for the 
like period of 1956 and employment 
perhaps was the largest for any recent 
year. 

Every indication was that both na- 
tional income and gross national prod- 
uct were at rates above those of last 
year. As a result of the increased 
consumer demands and the rise in some 
import prices, price levels edged up- 
ward. The wholesale-price index moved 
from 93.4 in January to 94.9 in March 
(August 1952100). 

Employment, measured by proportion 
of the total working force employed, 
probably was the largest in any recent 
year, although as usual a significant 
number remained unemployed—perhaps 
10 percent or more of the working 
force, Total wage and salary payments 
were estimated near the record high 

elevel. The Government announced that 

a 5-percent wage cut imposed on Gov- 
ernment employees in 1954 would be 
restored, beginning next July 1. 


Early in the quarter, some areas re- 
ported that unirrigated crops and live- 
stock suffered from continued dry con- 
ditions, However, heavier than normal 
rains in February and March afforded 
considerable relief. It was hoped gen- 
erally that these rains signified the 
end to the past 2 years of drought 
which have damaged sugarcane and 
caused difficulties in water supply for 
rice and other crops. 


Sugarcane Grinding Starts 

Grinding of the 1957 sugar crop began 
in January and by March 31 production 
had reached 3.6 million Spanish long 
tons of sugar, plus 159 million gallons 
of blackstrap molasses. The authorized 
Sugar production quota for the year is 
5,150,000 Spanish long tons, but mills 
are free to grind more than their re- 
spective quota if they have sufficient 
cane to do so. 


Demand for sugar throughout the 
quarter was strong, indicating that all 
available sugar can be sold this year. 
Beginning stocks were only 640,000 
Spanish long tons, as compared with 
1572 million on January 1, 1956. By 
mid-January the price of sugar in the 
world market had risen to US$0.0637 
& pound, f.o.b. Cuba; sugar for the 
United States market sold at US$0.0545 
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Cuban Economy Expands in 


The Cuban economy continued to show strength in the first quarter 
of 1957 and registered an improvement over the corresponding period 
of last year in almost every phase, 

Consumer demand ‘held up well for the quarter as a whole despite 
a significant drop in sales in some lines, and in tourism, in the latter 





a pound, Prices eased thereafter, end- 
ing the quarter at US$0.0608 a pound 
for the world market and US$0.0517 for 
the U. S. market, 


The entire export allocation of black- 
strap molasses, 102 million gallons, was 
sold in early February for -US$0.20 a 
gallon, f.o.b. Cuba. The remainder, 
estimated at 130 to 140 million gallons, 
is earmarked for use in Cuba. With all 
cane being ground for sugar this year, 
there will not be any appreciable pro- 
duction of high-test molasses, which in 
recent years has added substantially to 
the available molasses supply. 


Exports of sugar as of March 15, 
totaled 940,847 Spanish long tons, as 
compared with shipments of 1,054,237 
tons in the corresponding period of 1956. 
Of the 2.6 million Spanish long tons 
available for sale on the free world 
market, over 1.7 million tons had been 
sold by the end of the first quarter. 


Rice Prices Double 


Unofficial estimates of the Cuban fall- 
winter rice crop are from 2.9 to 3 mil- 
lion bags of milled rice. The market for 
domestic rice has been strong, with 
prices to growers more than double 
those of last year. All of the 3,298,500 
bags of the low-duty rice quota had 
been purchased from the United States 
by the end of the quarter, and the 
demand among importers for additional 
low-duty rice imports was strong. 

Sales of lard and wheat flour from 
the United States were at high levels. 
Some difficulty with meat supplies was 
experienced in March, owing to strong 
demand and seasonally curtailed mar- 
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Most Sectors 


from CCC stocks was resumed to sup- 
plement local supplies, and evaporated 
milk continued to arrive in relatively 
large quantities. 


Exports of winter vegetables were 
smaller than those of a year ago, 
apparently because of better crop con- 
ditions and lower prices in the U. S. 
market. At the end of the quarter, 
interest was shifting to fruit prospects 
and shipments of mangoes to the United 
States were expected to reach a record 
high of possibly 50,000 crates, as com- 
pared with 34,000 in 1956. 


Domestic Sales Gain 


Domestic sales continued to make 
gains in the first quarter as a whole, al- 
though slumps were registered in cer- 
tain lines in the latter half of March. 
This dip was attributed to mid-March 
political disturbances centering largely 
in Havana. The rising national income 
and purchases in anticipation of im- 
proved sugar prices contributed sub- 
stantially toward the maintenance of a 
strong market. Collections were satis- 
factory throughout the Island. 

Inbound cargo arriving at the port 
of Havana continued at record levels 
in spite of the longshoremen’s strike 
in the United States in February. Total 
shipments received amounted to 1.2 
million tons, 37.4 percent larger than 
the total for the last quarter of 1956, 
which was the best for,that year. 

Textile production continued at a 
satisfactory level, and the industry is 
optimistic about the outlook for the 
remainder of the year. Mining explora- 
tion work continued at an even pace 
with future prospects considered good. 
An agreement was concluded between 
the U. S. General Services Administra- 
tion and the Cuba-American Nickel 
Company under which the former agrees 
to take up to 271 million pounds of 
nickel and 23.85 million pounds of co- 
balt. This agreement is the first step 
in the financing of the new $100 million 
nickel and cobalt project at Moa Bay. 
The expansion program at the U. S. 
Government-owned Nicaro nickel plant 
—increasing capacity by 75 percent— 
was completed in the quarter. 


Industry Expands 

The tire-manufacturing industry an- 
nounced large expansion plans, with 
both Firestone and U. S. Rubber plan- 
ning to begin manufacture, and Good- 
year to expand. The Firestone invest- 
ment will total $10 million and the 
U. S. Rubber, $5 million. The corner- 
stone for a $16-million steel plant on 
the outskirts of Havana was laid by the 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Nicaraguan Economy Steady; New 
President Plans No Policy Changes 


The Nicaraguan economy was steady in the first quarter with the 
election on February 3 of President Luis Somoza, who gave assurance 
that no change in the country’s economic policies would be made. 

Retail trade was good in most lines in January, although following 
the excellent holiday trade. February and March, however, showed 


some decline instead of the usual sea- 
sonal improvement. Retail sales for the 
quarter were approximately 20 percent 
below those of the like period in 1956; 
however, many business houses reported 
unexpectedly good collections in the 
period. 

Pharmaceuticals, textiles, hardware, 
and light machinery, in that order, were 
the items most affected by declining 
sales. Agricultural machinery and equip- 
ment, radios, refrigerators, and small 
electric appliances showed some in- 
crease in reported sales. Total petro- 
leum sales, especially fuel oil, increased 
in comparison with the first quarter of 
1956, though sales of motor gasoline 
were off, owing to the slowness in sales 
and movement of cotton. 


Food Crops Good 


The agricultural situation at the close 
of the quarter was a comfortable nor- 
mal; the 1956-57 food-crop harvest was 
bountiful. The cotton market, which 
caused concern in January and Febru- 
ary, showed signs of improvement. Sales 
perked up and prices were better than 
expected. 

The Government’s authorization to 
the National Bank to assist the growers 
with cotton sales in the period March 
21 through April 5 resulted in the bank 
receiving only 30,000 bales of cotton. 
A report later showed that 115,000 bales 
of the 1956-57 crop had been sold for 
export at an average price of US$0.28 
a pound f.o.b. Nicaraguan port. It ap- 
peared that the 30,000 bales held by 
the bank and the approximate 50,000 
bales remaining with the farmers would 
be sold easily at an average price of 
US$0.28 a pound. At this rate, income 
from cotton would be between US$26 
million and US$27 million, compared 
with the US$23.5 million realized from 
last year’s crop of 160,000 bales. 


Coffee Prices Drop 


Coffee suffered from unseasonal rains 
from December through February, 
which reduced the predicted crop from 
500,000 quintals to about 435, quin- 
tals (1 quintal—102 pounds). Sales had 
proceeded normally until the latter part 
of March, when price declines created 
a sluggish market. Sixty-five percent of 
the crop had been sold by the first of 
March at an average price of US$0.62 
to US$0.63 a pound f.ob. Nicaragua, 
with no more than an additional 10 per- 
cent sold in March. 

Foreign exchange income from coffee 
now is not expected to reach US$23 


4 





million, earlier estimated at US$27 mil- 
lion. However, coffee still is expected 
to earn more than last year, when ex- 
ports of some 340,000 quintals brought 
US$21.4 million. 


Most other crops were harvested by 
the end of the quarter. Potatoes grown 
under irrigation in the Jinotega area 
were exceptionally fine with regard to 
size in comparison to past years. 

Managua’s new Pepsi-Cola plant, one 
of the most modern in Central America, 
was inaugurated in March. The city’s 
new slaughter house, with a capacity 
for 40 steers and 75 hogs daily, should 
be in operation in August. Plans were 
under discussion by local investors for 
the establishment of a cannery, brew- 
ery, and a fertilizer mixing plant. 

The shoe and vegetable oil] manu- 
facturers continued to voice dissatis- 
faction with the free trade treaty with 
El] Salvador and the subject is under 
discussion between the Ministers of 
Economy of El Salvador and Nicaragua. 

The Waterford Oil Co., engaged in 
exploring for oil on the Nicaraguan 
coastal shelf since September 1956, be- 
gan a deep-well test in February at 
Cayos Miskito. By the close of t 
quarter drifing had reached about 
feet. 


Foreign Exchange Increases 


Foreign exchange reserves, including 
the US$1.8-million credit obtained from 
the International Monetary Fund in 
November 1956 as a “stand by,” were 
US$14.2 million, an increase of US$8 
million in the quarter but still US$8 
million less than on March 31, 1956. 
Payments for imports rose instead of 
falling, as had been predicted when the 
prior deposit system for import licenses 
was revised in mid-1956 (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, July 30, 1956, p. 7). 

Bank loans decreased seasonally in 
the latter part of the quarter after 
reaching an alltime high of 457 million 
cordobas on January 31, (7 cordobas=— 
US$1). Total loans on March 31 stood 
at 412 million cordobas, compared with 
375 million a year ago. National Bank 
rediscounts of commercial bank loans 
also decreased seasonally, after reach- 
ing a record high in January of 253.7 
million cordobas. Total rediscounts at 
the end of March was 212.4 million 
cordobas, compared with 159.6 million 
a year ago. 

Circulating medium on March 381 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Three German Banks — 
Remerge in Old Form 


The three successor institutions og 
the former Deutsche Bank (which it. 
self was a part of the former Grogs. 
banken), located at Dusseldorf, M 
and Hamburg, decided at shareholders’ 
meetings in April to remerge into the 
form in which the bank existed prior to 
May 8, 1945, and to retake the name 
Deutsche Bank A.G. 

This action was made possible by a 
law of December 24, 1956 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Feb. 4, 1956, p. 10), 
which lifted geographic restrictions on 
the activities of German credit instity. 
tions. 

The Deutsche Bank A.G. West, the 
Norddeutsche Bank A.G., and the Sued. 
deutsche Bank A.G. will merge and 
become the Deutsche Bank A.G. with 
head offices in Frankfurt. The capital 
of the Sueddeutsche Bank at Munich 
will be increased from 80 million to 200 
million German marks while the shares 
of the other two banks will be ex- 
changed for Deutsche Bank shares on 
a one-to-one basis (4.2 German marks= 
US$1). These will be bearer shares, as 
it has been claimed that the registered 
shares introduced earlier by the Allied 
Occupation authorities have created 
technical difficulties in handling. 

The balance sheet of the new Deut- 
sche Bank will total approximately 
7.6 billion German marks, on which 
basis it will be the largest banking 
institution in continental Europe. 

A similar merger of the three suc- 
cessor institutions of the former 
Dresdner Bank is expected in the near 
future. Press reports indicate, how- 
ever, that the three successor com- 
panies of the former Commerzbank, the 
third group of the former Grossbanken, 
prefer to remain independent for the 
time being.—U. S. Embassy, Bonn. 
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VietNam Shifts... 
(Continued from page 2) 

the related technique of increasing, to 
varying degrees, the ratio of foreign 
exchange which exporters might retain 
from international transactions. Domes- 
tic price controls, however, are believed 
to be hampering the effectiveness of 
this remedy. 


Import Taxes Increased 


The new Viet-Namese National As- 
sembly passed its first budget in Febru- 
ary, nearly half of which is directed 
toward defense. Expenditures for fiscal 
year 1958 are estimated at $405 million 
(at the official exchange rate), and are 
expected to be financed by estimated 
receipts of $242 million from Viet- 
Namese sources plus a requested Amer- 
jean aid contribution of $163 million. 
Indirect taxes, customs receipts, and 
excise taxes are expected to provide 77 
percent of the estimated civilian budget 
of about $214 million, direct taxes, 
chiefly income, business, and real estate 
taxes, are scheduled to finance an ad- 
ditional 10 percent of nonmilitary 
spending. 

At the Government’s request, the 
Assembly also enacted several tax laws, 
including a so-called production tax 
which has increased the costs of im- 
ports, both absolutely and in relation 
to domestic products. The production 
tax is imposed on imported goods at 
rates of 15, 35, or 25 percent of the c.i.f. 
plus duty value, according to whether 
the products are classified as “items of 
vital necessity,” “luxury items” or 
“others,” under the law. Simultaneously 
with the signing of the production tax 
into law by the President, the Minister 
of National Economy imposed stabiliza- 
tion taxes of 10-50 percent on imported 
textile products, tobacco leaves, flour, 
sugar, leather, newsprint, and plywood. 

The flurry of tax laws caused some 
confusion in the business community 
late ik the quarter, and additional un- 
certainties appeared to be growing as 
a result of the unknown future of the 
Chinese trader in Viet-Nam. A brief 
Stay. of enforcement was granted in 
March both on the ban on foreigners 
engaging in seven occupations and on 
the compulsory naturalization law ap- 
plicable to Chinese born and resident 
in Viet-Nam. Nevertheless, the Viet- 
Namese economic outlook continued 
beclouded by the combined firmness of 
the opposing stands on these issues and 
the significance of Chinese - business 
activity in the Viet-Namese economy.— 
U. S. Embassy, Saigon. 





Cotton exports from Nicaragua to- 
taled only 10,000 bales (500 pounds 
gross) ‘n August-January 1956-57, a 
Sharp dovline from ernorts of 91,000 
bales in the corresponding period a year 
ago, the Foreign Agricultural Service 
reports. 
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Germany Faces Inflationary Danger; 


Adopts Measures To Ease Pressure 


High balance-of-payment surpluses and their inflationary pressures 
continued to be a problem and contributed importantly to the Central 
Bank’s decision to raise minimum reserve requirements and reduce 


rediscount quotas as of May 1. 


In spite of increased upward pressure on prices expected from 


higher wages and pensions, the “price 
debates” subsided as various counter- 
inflationary measures were either put 
into effect or in the making. 


A surplus of $123 million in the 
European Payments Union was recorded 
in April. Accordingly, accumulation. of 
gold and foreign exchange by the Cen- 
tral Bank, which was less pronounced 
in the first quarter owning to sub- 
stantial advance payments for arms 
purchased abroad, picked up again. 
While the total added to the reserves 
in the period January-March amounted 
to approximately $185 million, the first 
4 weeks of April showed an influx of 
approximately $110 million. 


Money Controls Tightened 


Anticipation of this development 
played a part in the Central Bank’s 
decision, announced early in April, to 
reinforce its monetary restrictions, As 
of May 1, the bank reduced the re- 
discount facilities granted to banks by 
15 percent. These facilities have been 
estimated at about 8,000 million Ger- 
man marks, or $1,900 million, so that 
the effect of the reduction may be put 
at 1,200 million German marks or $285 
million. Moreover, the bank’s council 
decided to deduct from the remaining 
rediscount quota all credits received 
from abroad in the form of revolving 
credits, acceptances, bills discounted, 
and cash credits. 


Reserve requirements for deposits of 
German residents were raised by 1 per- 
cent. This brings the minimum réserve 
requirements in the main banking areas 
up to 13 percent for sight deposits, 9 
percent for time deposits, and.6 percent 
for savings deposits. Reserve require- 
ments for deposits owned by nonresi- 
dents were raised much more than for 
residents’ deposits, namely from 12 to 
20 percent for sight deposits, from 7 
to 10 percent for time deposits, and 
from 5 to 10 percent for savings de- 
posits. The latter measure was designed 
to discourage the banks from accepting 
foreign deposits. 

In addition, the Central Bank and the 
Finance Minister agreed in April to 
increase from 3 billion German marks 
to 4 billion, or $700 million to $950 
million, the ceiling on equalization 
claims against the Government which 
the bank deutscher Laender may con- 
vert into negotiable paper, This meas- 
ure, the second such move since the 
year began, will enable the Central 





Bank to intensify its open-market 
operations. 


New Steps Assure Public 


In contrast to the heated price de- 
bates in March, relatively little dis- 
cussion of prices occurred in April. The 
public was apparently reassured by the 
initiation of some counter-inflationary 
measures and by reports that others 
were in the making. The Government 
took steps to stimulate stockpiling of 
essential imports and to enlarge imports 
of certain consumer goods, i.e., clothing, 
textiles, shoes, and leather wares. Early 
in April the Ministry for Economics 
announced that as of May 1 private 
individuals could import by mail in- 
dustrial items and tobacco and coffee 
in amounts up to 100 German marks, 
or about $24, under general license 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 6, 
p. 5). In addition, the public reacted 
favorably to reports that a number of 
manufacturers of branded goods had 
agreed to keep their prices stable, at 
least until the end of the year. 

The calmer atmosphere on the price 
issue was reflected in an address of the 
Minister of Economics at the opening 
of the Hanover Industry Fair on April 
28. Indicating his satisfaction that the 
upward trend of prices had abated 
somewhat, he expressed appreciation for 
the cooperation of the German indus- 
try. Although restraint on exports was 
not advocated, he emphasized that the 
problem should be attacked by expand- 
ing imports. He expressed the hope that 
measures already initiated in addition 
to the planned 30-percent general tariff 
reductions would have the desired 
effects. He added that if these should 
not suffice he was willing to consider 
50-percent tariff cuts. 


More Food Imports Urged 


The Vice President of the German 
Federation of Industry, also speaking 
at the Hanover Fair, stressed that 
domestic price developments could not 
be affected favorably by tariff cuts 
for industrial items alone and that the 
latter should be fortified by measures 
to increase food imports. So far, there 
are no indications that such measures 
are in prospect; rather, it is increasing- 
ly apparent that the general tariff re- 
ductions now before the Cabinet do not 
include either agricultural or revenue 
items. Meanwhile, uncertainty as to the 


(Continued on page 24) 
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IBRD Assists Netherlands 
In Developing Economy 


The World Bank, in participation 
with other investors, has made a loan 
equivalent to $15 million to the Finance 
Corporation for National Reconstruc- 
tion (Herstelbank) of the Netherlands, 
the International Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development has announced. 


The loan will provide the Herestel- 
bank with additional capital for lend- 
ing to enterprises for industry, trans- 
port, and commerce. The total amount 
of participation in the loan by other 
investors is $5 million, representing 
portions of all 6 maturities which fall 
due from November 1959 through May 
1962. 


The Herstelbank is owned jointly by 
the Government and institutional inves- 
tors and private concerns in the Neth- 
erlands. It was founded in 1945 to help 
in mobilizing the capital required to re- 
store productive facilities and to fur- 
ther develop industry. Since then it 
has played a significant part in the 
financing of industrial and commercial 
enterpries for which sufficient capital 
could not be obtained through normal 
channels. Of its outstanding commit- 
ments of 568 million guilders at the end 
of 1956, more than three-quarters 
represented loans for the construction 
of ships and shipyards and for the 
metalworking, aircraft, automotive, and 
chemical industries. These industries 
export a large part of their output; 
they have played a central role in the 
remarkable postwar recovery’ and 
growth of the Netherlands’ economy 

The loan is for a term of 5 years and 
bears interest of 55% percent, including 
the 1 percent commission which the 
bank allocates to its special reserve. 
Amortization will be in 6 semi-annual 
installments, beginning November 15, 
1959, and ending May 15, 1962. The 
loan is guaranteed by the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands, 

This is the second loan made by the 
bank to the Herstelbank. A loan of $15 
million was made in 1949 to finance 
imports of equipment for the recon- 
struction or modernization of plant in 
a wide variety of Dutch industries. At 
the request of the Herstelbank, $7.55 
million of this loan was subsequently 
canceled. The amount now outstanding 
is $3.527 million, representing $2.98 
million held by the World Bank and 
$547,000 by other investors. 





Italian cheese exports rose to 50.4 
million pounds in 1956, 16 percent over 
the preceding year, and the highest 
level since prewar years, according to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. 

The United States continued to be 
Italy’s largest cheese market, taking 
22 million pounds of Italy’s 1956 total 
export, 
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Cuban Economy... 


(Continued from page $3) 


President in February. Cuba’s first 
plant for the manufacture of insulating 
acoustic tiles was reportedly prepared 
to begin operations in February. 

A request for new-industry status 
was made by Papelera Pulpa Cuba, 
S.A., in connection with the establish- 
ment of its $11-million plant for the 
manufacture of paper, pasteboard, 
cardboard, and pressed and insulating 
board. Similar requests were made by 
firms planning to manufacture steel 
drums and containers for lubricants; 
small dip cars for the hauling of sugar- 
cane; animal and poultry feed; and 
absorbent cotton. 

Foreign trade figures for 1956, just 
completed by the Ministry of Finance 
in a special effort to reduce the time 
lag in computation, show exports at 
$666.1 million and imports at $649 mil- 
lion, leaving a favorable trade balance 
of $17.1 million, as compared with $19 
million in 1955. Exports and imports 
for 1956 increased $72 and $74 million, 
respectively, over 1955. 

The commercial agreement between 
the United Kingdom and Cuba was 
extended in early January to December 
31, 1957. The United Kingdom Board 
of Trade reportedly urged all British 
exporters to undertake a “general trade 
offensive” in Cuba by: Quoting prices 
in pesos; listing specifications in 
Spanish; and engaging Cuban agents. 

The total value of building permits 
issued in the Province of Havana in the 
first quarter amounted to $15.1 million, 
as compared with $16.5 million for the 
preceding quarter and $16.3 million for 
the corresponding period of 1956. Among 
the largest construction projects au- 
thorized was a $1.6-million service and 
maintenance center for the Cuban Elec- 
tric Power Co. to be located near the 
outskirts of Havana. Apartment houses 
in the greater Havana area and indi- 
vidual residences in the outlying resi- 
dential developments constituted the 
bulk of the building permits issued. 
Work on a large steel plant and a 4- 
story office-building helicopter-terminal 
combination, both in the Havana area, 
was begun, 


$10-Million Drydock Planned 


The Economic and Social Develop- 
ment Bank (BANDES) signed a con- 
tract on March 5 with a local engineer- 
ing firm for the construction of a $10- 
million drydock in the Havana harbor. 
The dock, which will be 475 feet long 
and capable of handling all types of 
merchant vessels, destroyers, and sub- 
marines that enter the Bay of Havana, 
is scheduled for completion within 18 
months, 

An agreement signed in the quarter 
between the Cuban Government and 
the International Telephone and Tele- 
graph Corporation (ITT) revised and 
extended for 35 years the telephone 


——— 


concession held by the Cuban Telephone 
Co., a subsidiary of the ITT. Under 
the agreement the company is obligated 
to install 61,000 new telephones by the 


end of 1960 and 46,000 more in the 2 
years following. By June 30, 1958, 8,009 
new telephones must be installed. 

The company contemplates the jn. 
vestment of $68 million in financing the 
expansion. According to published esti. 
mates the expanded service will create 
jobs for an additional 4,950 employees 
within the telephone company and wil] 
increase its annual payroll by $22 mil- 
lion; but more important is the effect 
on the economic development of the 
country, which has been hampered by 
the shortage of available telephones, 

The tourist trade slackened off 
sharply in the latter half of March, 
following political disturbances in Ha. 
vana., Hotels, which had been filled to 
capacity for months, reported a sub. 
stantial number of vacancies. 
traffic to Cuba likewise was affected 
adversely. 


Credit Easy 


Credit was moderately easy, despite 
demands resulting from the high eco- 
nomic level and expanding business. 
Commercial banks’ holdings of liquid 
funds were above usual seasonal levels, 
owing primarily to rapid sale of 
the current sugar crop and liquidation 
of the surplus sugar stocks, which have 
tied up financial resources in the last 
few years. As a consequence, funds 
were adequate to supply credit needs 
of business and to take up large blocks 
of the public work bonds being issued 
by the Government. 

The National Bank, in its March 31 
statement, reported Cuba’s official 
international reserves at $476.6 million, 
representing a $2-million reduction from 
the preceding quarter and about a 9 
percent decrease from the $523 million 
a year earlier. The decrease in the 
international reserves over the past 
year reflects, in part, the international 
payments deficit for 1956, which’ was 
estimated at approximately $75 million, 

Although complete official data were 
not available, Governmental releases 
indicated that revenue collections set a 
new high. However, the public debt 
continued to increase above the $702- 
million level of December 31, as a result 
of continued spending on public works 
projects. Aside from public works, the 
initiation of low- and medium-priced 
housing projects continued on a more 
modest scale, financed mostly by 
private Cuban banks under the sponor- 
ship of the Mortgage Insurance Insti- 
tute (Cuban FHA). Such housing is 
becoming popular with middle-income 
groups and Cuban banks, with the 
latter primarily because of the 5% -per- 
cent interest rate as compared with & 
4-percent rate paid by the Economie 
and Social Development Plan bonds,— 
U. 8. Embassy, Havana. 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 








— 
Synthetic Rubber Quota 
Opened by Germany 


The German Government has 
opened an additional quota for im- 
port of synthetic rubber from the 
United States and Canada. 


Applications for licenses to im- 
port oilproof synthetic rubber— 
neoprene, hypalon, and butyl- 
caoutchouc — from the United 
States and Canada will be accepted 
until an unpublished quota limita- 
tion is reached but not after Sep- 
tember 30, 1957, 

Reexport of goods imported un- 
der the terms of this announce- 
ment may be made only against 
payment in freely convertible cur- 
rency, and special types of syn- 
thetic rubber may be excluded 
from the quota.—U. S. Embassy, 
Bonn. 











India and Japan Extend 
MEN Provisions of Treaty 


India and Japan have extended to 
September 30 the most-favored-nation 
treatment accorded to each other under 
the terms of the Indo-Japanese Peace 
Treaty of 1952. ° 


The two Governments propose to 
conclude a trade agreement before that 
date. 

The 1952 Treaty provided that pend- 
ing conclusion of agreements to place 
their trading and other commercial 
relations on a stable and friendly basis, 
the two countries would accord, on a 
reciprocal basis and for a period of 4 
years from 1952, certain privileges to 
their nationals and other privileges in 
trade, shipping, navigation, and air 
traffic. 

The 4-year period expired in October 
1956 but was temporarily extended to 
March 31, 1957. 





Guatemala Approves Central 
America Vehicle Agreement 


An agreement which would permit 
automobiles and trucks of citizens of 
Central American countries to pass 
from one country to another free of 
customs and all other charges within a 
period of up to 30 days was approved 
7 the Guatemalan Congress on March 


_The agreement is now awaiting the 
Signature of the President, when it will 
be published as decree No. 1153. 

The agreement was signed by repre- 
Sentatives of the Central American 
countries on November 8, 1956.—U. S. 
Embassy, Guatemala. 
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Food, Other Prices 


Frozen in Honduras 


Prices of basic foodstuffs and neces- 
sities in Honduras have been frozen at 
levels prevailing on April 26 and 27. 

Commodities whose prices are frozen 
includes corn, beans, sugar, coffee, fish, 
meat, and other foodstuffs generally, as 
well as medicines, soaps, and combusti- 
bles, such as charcoal, wood, and kero- 
sene, 

The list of controlled commodities 
may be increased by the Secretary of 
Government with approval of the Sec- 
retary of Economy and Finance. The 
district and municipal governments will 
have the responsibility of checking 
prices in markets, stores, and other 
establishments. 

Person or firms accused of raising 
prices are to be investigated immediate- 
ly and if found guilty must pay a fine 
of 10 to 15 lempiras (1 lempira=US 
$0.50). Further infractions of the price 
regulations will be charged fines of up 
to 1,000 lempiras and the business 
establishment will be closed. 

The price freeze, put in effect by 
decree No. 87 issued by the Military 
Junta on April 30, is intended to pre- 
vent speculation during emergency con- 
ditions arising from the border tension. 
Food supplies appear adequate and 
prices have remained stable—U. S. 
Embassy, Tegucigalpa. 





Egyptian Government Gold 
Imports Exempt From Duty 


Gold and gold coins imported into 
Egypt by the National Bank, with per- 
mission of the Ministry of Finance and 
Economy, for use as cover for paper 
currency or as reserve currency has 
been exempted from payment of import 
duties and wharf and municipal taxes. 

This exemption is provided for by a 
Presidential decree effective February 7, 
amending article 2 of a decree of Feb- 
ruary 11, 1954, which changed the im- 
port duty on gold and authorized its 
export upon advice of the State Coun- 
cil—U, S. Embassy, Cairo. 





Germany Requires Labeling 
Of Imported Duck Eggs 


Pasteurized duck eggs to be imported 
into the Federal Republic of Germany 
must be labeled or marked in conform- 
ity with German regulations. 

This requirement follows an earlier 
lifting of restrictions against import 
into Germany of pasteurized, frozen, 
and dried duck eggs. 

Established by a Federal Ministry of 
Finance decree of March 20, the new 
regulations amends an ordinance on 
duck eggs of August 25, 1954.—U. S. 
Embassy, Bonn. 


Laos Eases Transfer 


Of Exchange Abroad 


The Government of Laos has liberal- 
ized use of its dollar holdings to permit 
transfer abroad of exchange for five 
kinds of invisible payments, including 
remittance of profits and dividends on 
recognized foreign exchange costs of 
new foreign investments. 

Dollar payments abroad may now be 
permitted by the National Bank ot Laos 
for the following invisible obligations: 

@ Payments, salaries, and other re- 
muneration of foreign technicians or 
other foreign employees whose work is 
useful to Laos. 


@ Costs incurred abroad for transfor- 
mation, repair, assembly, freight, or 
rental of goods useful to the Laos 
economy. 

@ Costs of students or trainees pur- 
suing studies or professional training in 
the United States. 

®@ Costs of payments abroad for copy- 
rights, licenses, trademarks, and rights 
for artistic reproduction. 

@ Remittance of dividends and profits 
on new foreign investments in Laos.— 
U. S. Embassy, Vientiane. 





India Guarantees Payment 
For Capital Goods Imports 


Guaranties for deferred payments of 
imported capital goods are expected to 
be granted shortly by the Industrial 
Finance Corporation of India. 


The Corporation gave this assurance 
in response to representation made by 
the All India Manufacturers Organiza- 
tion that although a number of foreign 
machinery suppliers appeared to be 
willing to supply machinery on credit 
they insisted on guaranties through 
Government or semi-Government agen- 
cies. The need for credit has been 
sharpened by India’s foreign exchange 
shortage. 

IFC, established in 1948, was the first 
industrial banking institution to be set 
up in India with Government partici- 
pation in share capital and active as- 
sistance in other ways, The act setting 
up the corporation is to be amended to 
permit granting of the guaranty. 

A corporation official is reported to 
have stated that IFC will raise a loan 
in foreign currency from the World 
Bank to assist industrial concerns in 
importing capital goods. 





Italian imports of unmanufactured 
tobacco in 1956, totaling 15.7 million 
pounds, were about one-third below the 
1955 level of 23.7 million but 11 per- 
cent larger than the 1954 figure of 14.2 
million, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 
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Handloom Accessories and Freight U.K. Producers Want 
Cars Among Items Needed Abroad 


Several foreign governments, through their authorized procure- 
ment agencies, are inviting tenders for a number of items of potential 


interest to U. S. suppliers. 


Bidding instructions and specifications and other pertinent data 
are available for review on loan from the Trade Development Division, 


Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., as indicated by symbol (*). 


Belgian Congo 


Insecticides, disinfectants, and para- 
siticides, estimated at $250,000, tender 
No. 21/722/57, bid deadline June 6; 
medicine in pill and capsule form, 
estimated at $440,000, tender No. 
30/722/57, bid deadline June 14; miscel- 
laneous hospital supplies, estimated at 
$18,000, tender No. 26/722/57, bid dead- 
line June 24; and metallic instruments 
for hospitals, estimated at $60,000, 
tender No. 31/722/57, bid deadline July 
17. 


These tenders may be purchased for 
$1 each ftom the Compatable des 
Finances du Government General, Leo- 
poldville, and information concerning 
them may be obtained from the DCMP- 
Ndole, B.P. 777, Leopoldville, 


Ceylon 


Textile weaving accessories for hand 
looms: Rustless steel reeds, 7,500; cot- 
ton heald sets, 7,500; hand loom fly 
shuttles, 5,000; weft pirns, 10,000; and 
bobbins, 10,000. Bids invited until May 
31 by chairman, Tender Board, Ministry 
of Home Affairs, P. O. Box 552, 
Colombo.* 


Supply, construction, and installation 
of intake, water towers, service reser- 
voir, pipelines, pumping units, and con- 
nected works for a water supply scheme 
at Matara; bids invited until September 
18 by the Chairman, Tender Board, 
Ministry of Transport and Works, 
Transworks House, Colombo. Tender 
forms may be obtained until June 17 
from the Embassy of Ceylon, 2148 
Wyoming Avenue NW., Washington 8, 
D. C., on payment of a tender fee of 
$14 and a tender deposit of $140. 


Greece 


Bread-baking oven, capacity 2,500 
kilograms per 8 hours, bid deadline 
June 11; biological products and sensi- 
tivity disks, bid deadline June 21; 
foundry equipment including completed 
power-operated furnace, portable optical 
pyrometer, gasoline-operated furnace, 
500-kilogram steam hammer, power- 
operated cutting shears, 2,000-kilogram 
power-operated bridge-crane, bid dead- 
line June 20; prime mover generator 
sets, 32, 244-kilowatts, alternating cur- 
rent, 50-60 cycle, 120 volts, air cooled, 








gasoline power, with accessories, bid 
deadline June 6. 

Bids invited by the Ministry of Fi- 
nance, State Procurement Service, 56 
El. Venizelos Street, Athens.* 


Laboratory apparatus for testing 
petroleum products; bids invited until 
June 6 by the Supreme Supply Commit- 


tee, Ministry of National Defense 
(GNS), 2 Paparighopoulou § Street, 
Athens.* 


Railroad ties, oak, treated, 300 cubic 
meters, 3,300 pieces; bids invited until 
June 7 by the Piraeus-Athens-Pelopon- 


nesus Railroad (SPAP), 1 Carolou 
Street, Athens.* 
Fittings, black iron pipe, British 


thread; bids invited until June 7 by the 
Water Supply Organization of Salonika, 
Salonika.* 

Water pipe and accessories: Black 
pipe, 1- to 4-inch diameter; galvanized 
pipe, %4- to 1-inch diameter; cast-iron 
pipe, 200-millimeter diameter; bids 
invited until June 21 by the Greek 
State Railways (SEK), 12 b Polytech- 
niou Street, Athens.* 

Additional information may be ob- 
tained from the Greek Foreign Trade 


(Continued on page 11) 





Austrian Directory Lists 
Goods, Producers 


Export Compass, a special edi- 
tion based on the 86th annual 
publication of the Industrie-Com- 
pass, published by Compass-Ver- 
lag, Vienna JI, Austria, lists Aus- 
trian, goods and their producers, 
as well as the names of firms sup- 
plying certain services to indus- 
try and’ trades. 

Printed in German, the direc- 
tory includes English and French 
alphabetical registers of goods 
with the German equivalent. for 
the name of the commodity. 

A copy of this directory is 
available for review on loan from 
the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or 
from any of the Department’s 
Field Offices. 











Licensing Agreements 


Two proposals from England offer 
licensing-agreement opportunities to 
U. S. firms interested in the manufac. 
ture and distribution of their products 
in the United Kingdom. 

East Anglia Lacquer Co., Ltd., Dur- 
ham manufacturer of cable lacquers, 
wishes to conclude a licensing arrange- 
ment with a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture and distribution of related lines 
in the United Kingdom. The company 
is particularly interested in negotiating 
with a U. S. firm producing lacquers, 
as the British firm needs technical 
know-how concerning new polymers. 


At present the British firm is said to 
produce cellulose acetate cable lacquers 
mainly for application to cotton braided 
rubber cables used in the automobile, 
telecommunication, and railway indus- 
tries. 


Interested firms are invited to direct 
their inquiries to D.G.S. Shambrook, 
sales manager of the company, Four 
East Street, Aycliffe, Co. Durham, 
England. 

David Brown Industries, Ltd., engi- 
neering firm in Yorks engaged in the 
production of gears, gear-cutting plant, 
machine and precision tools, foundry 
products, etc., seeks a licensing arrange- 
ment with a U. S. firm for the manu- 
facture, distribution, and sale within 
the sterling area of assembled com- 
ponents and end products for which its 
production facilities are adaptable, The 
firm is particularly interested in oil flow 
valves, pump assemblies, and nuclear 
energy power plant and auxiliaries in 
the manufacture of which the company 
reportedly has considerable experience. 

The firm will supply its resources, 
plant, and services of its technical staff 
against the payment of royalities or 
some other arrangement satisfactory 
to the licensor. The British firm owns 
a 29-acre modern site, equipped with 
metallurgical laboratories, drawing de- 
partments, and pattern shops; and 
foundry and workshops which have 
recently been expanded by approximately 
45,000 square feet, and which contain 
new machinery and plant for the pro 
duction by unit, batch, and flow as- 
sembly of finished components and end 
products, 


Interested firms are invited to cor- 
respond directly with G. L. Hancock, di- 
rector and general manager of the 
company, Foundries Division, Penistone, 
Yorks, England. 


Cuban imports of vegetable oils in 
1956 consisted predominately of olive, 
soybean, and coconut oils, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports, 
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World Tr de Directory 
Reports Available 


World Trade Directory reports 
— on private foreign firms or indi- 
= viduals mentioned in the World 
= Trade Leads department of For- 
= eign Commerce Weekly are avail- 
® able to qualified U. S. firms—or 
® will be prepared on request— 
= through the Commercial Intelli- 
© gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
& Commerce, U. S. Department of 3 

Commerce, Washington 25, D. C., @ 
§ for $1 each. The reports also may % 
be obtained through the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices. 


Requests for these reports 
should include the names and 
addresses of the firms or indi- 
viduals. 

The information given ina 
World Trade Directory report 
usually includes lines of goods 
handled, operation methods, size 
of business, capital, sales volume, 
trade and financial reputation, and 
other pertinent business informa- 
tion. 


oe 





spapciis some. eco orgs: sceaeascenpeaes 
se B SS SSeS SR 


be 
ee 


ed 
% 
ah 
ee 
” r 


















Expansion Planned 
By Swedish Concerns 


Capital and technical assistance are 
sought by two firms in Sweden, one for 
expansion of a dental bur factory and 
the other for expansion of a confection- 
ery manufacturing enterprise. 

Dentalborrfabriken AB, Malmo, has 
recently purchased new machinery and 
seeks capital for expansion of its re- 
portedly thriving dental bur factory in 
Malmo, The firm eventually plans to 
sell the factory to a VU. S. firm and is 
considering sending skilled workmen to 
supervise the establishment of a bur 
factory in the United States. 

Interested firms should address their 
inquiries to B. Rohlin, Dentalborrfabri- 
ken AB, Storgatan 28039, Malmo, 
Sweden. 

AB Fermia, manufacturer of glucose, 
dextrose, invert sugar, and colorings for 
the confectionery industry, is seeking a 
licensing arrangement with a U. S. firm 
for manufacture and sale in Sweden of 
related or similar products of, or 
chemicals for the foodstuffs industry. 

The company, established in 1907, 
reportedly is well equipped for the 
introduction and distribution of new 
products. Interested firms are invited 
to correspond direct with AB Fermia, 
Industrigatan 37, Post Box 47, Halsing- 
borg 1, Sweden, 





Austrian production of edible oll from 
domestic oilseeds is forecast at 5,300 
to 5,400 short tons for 1957, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 
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Two Israeli Firms Want Licensors 


Machinery and electroceramic manu- 
facturers in Israel are seeking invest- 
ment in the form of patent licensing 
arrangements with U. S. manufacturers, 


Supplemental data on either of these 
proposals, outlined below, will be de- 
veloped for interested firms upon re- 
quest by the Investment Development 
Division, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 

Israel Sewing Machines Co., in Tel- 
Aviv, importer, wholesaler, and retailer 
of all types of sewing machines, spare 
parts, accessories and attachments, 
electric motors, and complete line of 
needles, is interested in establishing a 
partnership with a U. S. manufacturer 
to produce under license certain frac- 
tional motors, % to 1 horsepower, 50 
cycles, 220 volts, for sewing and other 
industrial machines, An initial produc- 
tion of about 400 units monthly is ex- 
pected. 

The Israeli firm reportedly operates 
its own repair shop and producers foot 
and treadle controls for serial motors 
and accessories for industrial sewing 
machines. In cooperation with a local 
factory, it makes clutch motors for the 
industrial machines. 

The American investor would be ex- 
pected to supply technical know-how, in 
addition to licensing rights, and fi- 
nancing of equipment and raw materials 
required for the operation, The Israeli 
firm will provide the factory building 
and the necessary local capital for plant 
expansion, Interested firms should cor- 
respond direct with the Israel Sewing 
Machines Co., 22 Yehuda Halevi Street, 
Tel-Aviv, Israel. 

Tecramic Techno-Ceramie Works, 
Ltd., Tel Aviv, manufacturer of ceram- 
ics for electrical and technical purposes, 


Netherlands Concern Offers 
New Tube-Joining Process 


A process for joining hollow metal 
tubes is offered to a U. S. manufac- 
turer under a licensing arrangement by 
the Netherlands firm, Gebr. Cruson, 

Izaak Pieter Cruson, owner of the 
firm and inventor of the process, indi- 
cates that the process can be applied 
for all tubes used in construction, in- 
cluding scaffolding, sport tribunes, toys, 
bicycle handlebars, removable build- 
ings such as garages, etc. 

A description of this tube-joining 
process as Outlined in the company’s 
patent application and photographs dem- 
onstrating its use are available for re- 
view on loan from the Investment De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. Interest- 
ed firms also may wish to correspond 
direct with Mr. Cruson, 4 Westland- 
straat, Breskens, the Netherlands. 





wishes to obtain U. S. patents, proc- 
esses, and industrial techniques for the 
production under license of ceramic 
products for use in the high-tension 
field. 

The Israeli firm reportedly is one of 
the largest manufacturers of ceramic 
products for electrical purposes in its 
field. Capital and a fully trained staff 
of electrical and ceramic engineers are 
available for expansion of plant facil- 
ities and products. The firm is said to 
envisage production of additional lines, 
particularly that of steatite for elec- 
tronic and radio equipment for which 
the market is growing in Israel. 

An illustrated brochure of the com- 
pany’s products is available for review 
on loan from BFC’s Investment De- 
velopment Division. Correspondence 
should be directed to Max Rabinovitch, 
managing director of the firm, P. O. 
Box 5028, Tel-Aviv, Israel. 





Belgian Manufacturers 


Offer, Seek Licenses 


Two Belgian manufacturing com- 
panies have expressed an interest in 
licensing agreements with U. S. pro- 
ducers. 

S. A. Le Cabel Sandwich, manufac- 
turer of anchorage devices for fixing 
wires in beams of prestressed concrete, 
is offering to a U. S. manufacturer 
rights for a prestressed concrete process 
for which it holds world patents. 

A brochure describing the uses and 
advantages of using prestressed con- 
crete manufactured under the Magnel 
Blaton system is available for review 
on loan from the Investment Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Interested firms 
also are invited to correspond direct 
with Pierre Blaton, managing director, 
at the company’s address, 2 rue 
Stephenson, Brussels. 

Ateliers Heuze, Malevez & Simon 
Reunis, S.A., manufacturer of equip- 
ment for coal mines and glass works, 
and for ore treating, material handling 
and lifting, etc., at 59 rue des Glaces, 
Auvelais, wishes to be licensed by a 
U. S. machinery firm for the manufac- 
ture in Belgium of machinery for 
cement plants, mines, quarries, and the 
plastic industry. 

The manager of the company, Henry 
Dryon, is scheduled to arrive in the 
United States early in June for dis- 
cussions with firms interested in the 
Belgian company’s proposal. Mr. Dryon 
will visit Pittsburgh and Allentown, 
Pa.; Cleveland, Bedford, Warren, and 
Middletown, Ohio; Milwaukee, Wis.; 
and Chicago, Ill. Correspondence may 
be addressed to him, c/o Hotel Ambas- 
sador, Park Avenue at 5ist Street, New 
York, N. Y. 
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Contract Awards 


The Controller for Infrastructure of 
the North Atlantic Council in Paris has 
issued a summary, as of March 31, 1957, 
of the results of international competi- 
tive bidding under the North Atlantic 
Treaty. Organization (NATO) infra- 
structure program. 

This program provides for the con- 
struction of tactical airfields, petroleum 
storage facilities and distribution 


Under NATO Program Sirnmnadtall 


pipelines, telecommunications, radio 
navigational aids, harbor and naval in- 
stallations, training areas, and radar 
installations. 

The infrastructure program is financed 
in common by all NATO nations and is 
in the order of $2 billion. Of this 
amount, about 75 percent has been obli- 
gated for contracting on approved pro- 
grams. A brochure describing the 


program may be obtained upon request 
from the Trade Development Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De. 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 

The values in pounds sterling of con- 
tracts awarded as of Margh 31, 1957, 
by firm nationality and by host country, 
are summarized in the accompanying 
table. 


Summary of the Results of NATO International Competitive Bidding 
Submitted by Host Countries as of March 31, 1957 


e [The figures in parentheses stand for the number of contracts.] 


Host Countries 





Nationality 
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British Engineering 


Firms Seek Licensors 


Two English companies, both spe- 
cialists in precision instrument and ma- 
chinery manufacture, are interested in 
licensing arrangements with U. S. firms 
to manufacture American designed 
items in England. 


Louis Newmark, Ltd., precision engi- 
neers in both development and produc- 
tion of watch mechanisms, miniature 
mechanical devices, electronic aircraft 
control equipment, etc., wishes to manu- 
facture any item for which its research 
laboratories and production facilities 
can be adapted. Although the firm has 
specialized in certain products, it is 
prepared to manufacture items well 
outside its present range. 

U. S. firms wishing to establish manu- 
facturing facilities in England are in- 
vited to correspond direct with D. 
Ashton, Deputy Technical Sales Man- 
ager, Prefect Works, Purley Way, Croy- 
don, Surrey. 

Delta Design & Manufacturing Co., 
designers and manufacturers of jigs, 
tools, press tools, plastic and high 
pressure die cast molds and allied gages, 


10 


wishes to contact U. S. companies seek- 
ing manufacturing outlets in the British 
Isles or the sterling drea., 


The company has available enginecr- 
ing and design experts reportedly ca- 
pable of converting American designs to 
accomodate British machine tools and 
is willing to undertake component or 
tool design leading to production of 
specialized items for the aircraft, office 
business machine, and other industries 
requiring detailed precision work. 

Correspondence may be addressed to 
David M. Brewer, Managing Partner, 
11 North Street, Horsham, Sussex. 


Egypt Extends Bid Deadline 


The opening date of bids for supply 
and erection of five transformer sta- 
tions in Egypt has been extended from 
May 21 to July 30. 

This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, April 8, 
page 10. 








El Salvador’s cotton exports totaled 
155,000 bales in August-July 1955-56, in 
contrast to only 35,000 in August-July 
1954-55, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 


U. K. Firm Wants To Make 
Light-Engineering Products 


The Henderson Safety Tank Co, 
Ltd., manufacturer of light sheet-metal 
engineering products for commercial 
and aeronautical markets, is interested 
in being licensed by a U. S. firm for 
the manufacture, distribution, and mar- 
keting in the United Kingdom of re- 
lated products for the consumer or 
aeronautical market. 

The British firm seeks patents and 
processes, and in return would be will- 
ing to pay royalties or make some other 
arrangement satisfactory to licensor, 

The firm, reportedly well equipped to 
manufacture light-engineering and 
sheet-metal products, is said to have 
skilled technicians and an efficient staff. 

Supplemental data including photo 
graphs of the firm’s plant are available 
for review on loan from the Investment 
Development Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. Ime 
terested firms also are invited to cor- 
respond direct with R. E. Cooper, sales 
manager of the firm, 2 Elstree Way, 
Boreham Wood, Hertfordshire, England. 
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Bids Invited for Tow 
Barges and Dredger 


The Board of Management for the 
Port of Rangoon, Burma, invites ship- 
building firms to submit bids for the 
construction and delivery in Rangoon 
of two towing barges and a twin screw 
diesel side drag hopper suction dredger, 

Bids must be submitted by June 25 
for the barges and July 25 for the 
dredger, to the Chairman, Board of 
Management, Port of Rangoon, Post 
Box No. 1, Rangoon. 

Bid documents consisting of instruc- 
tions to bidders, bid froms, agreement, 
and the board’s conditions of contract, 
specifications, and schedules may be 
obtained from that authority for $21 a 
set, or from Sir Alexander Gibb & Part- 
ners, Queen Anne’s Lodge, Westmin- 
ster, London, S.W. 1, for $22.40 a set. 

The barges and dredger reportedly 
will be financed from the World Bank 
loan for the rehabilitation of the Port 
of Rangoon; therefore payment could 
be made in U. S. dollars. 





Handloom Accessories .. . 
(Continued from page 8) 
Administration, 1028 Connecticut Ave- 

nue NW., Washington, D. C. 


India 

Supply of emergency and head gates 
for Neriamangalan Dam; bids invited 
until July 1 by the Construction Engi- 
neer, Hydroelectric Projects, Trivan- 
drum.* Tender documents may be pur- 
chased from that authority for $4.28 a 
set. 

Design, supply, and erection of four 
steel hoppers for coal berth in Madras 
harbor; bids invited until June 24 by 
the Chief Engineer, Madras Port Trust, 
Madras.* Tender documents may be 
obtained from that authority for $1.03 
a set. 


Iran 

Communication equipment; bids in- 
vited until June 19 by the Procurement 
Department, Ministry of Posts and 
Telegraphs, Tehran. Tender terms and 
conditions in English, and equipment 
specifications in French.® 
Sudan 

Freight cars, 400, capacity 9 tons, rail 
gage 60 centimeters; bids invited until 
June 1 by the Sudan Gezira Board 
Supplies Department, Barakat.*® 
Syria 

Supply and installation of electrical 
equipment for grain-handling plant; 
bids invited until June 11 by the 
Latakia Port Company, Latakia.* 


May 27, 1957 





Argentina To Purchase 
Ballast Cars 


The Argentine State Railways 

lans to buy 250 ballast cars built 
in Argentina or the United States 
according to Public Bid No. 8/57. 
The ballast cars are to be financed 
out of a recent Export-Import 
Bank loan for transportation 
equipment, 

Interested firms may obtain 
Public Bid No. 8/57 documents, 
containing blue prints, technical 
specifications, and general condi- 
tions, on payment of 750 Argen- 
tine pesos a set, or about US$20, 
from the Department of Acquisi- 
tions, Ministerio de Transportes 
de la Nacion, Empresa Nacional 
de Transportes, Corrientes 389, 
5th Floor, Buenos Aires. 











Belgian Author Seeks 
U. S. Distributor 


Emile Verleyen, Professor at the Uni- 
versity Institute of Overseas Territories 
and Director of Parks and Plantations 
for the municipality of Antwerp, seeks 
an American publisher or literary agent 
who might be interested in distributing 
the English edition of his encyclopedic 
work entitled, “Congo, Patrimoine de la 
Belgique.” 

The French and Flemish editions of 
the work contain more than 650 pages 
as well as many photographs, sketches, 
and maps. The author states the 
French edition of 2,000 copies has been 
exhausted and only 200 of the 1,600 
copies of the Flemish edition remain. 
He also states the Belgian Government 
has appropriated funds to purchase 
1,000 copies of an English edition for 
distribution through the United Nations 
and the Belgian Government’s Informa- 
tion Offices. 


A seventeen-page typewritten sample 
of the work, in English, is available for 
review in the Trade Development Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Interested parties 
may write Mr. Verleyen in care of the 
University Institute of Overseas Terri- 
tories at Antwerp. 





India Extends Bid Deadline 
For Feedwater Heaters 


The bid deadline for submission of 
bids for supply of feedwater heaters to 
the Damodar Valley Corporation, Cal- 
cutta, has been extended to May 31, 


This trade lead was announced in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, April 1, 
1957, page 12. 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Joint Venture Operation 

U Pe Kin, rétired Divisional Forest 
Officer of the Burmese Government 
and representative of U Pe Kin Co, 
Ltd., of Burma, arrived in the United 
States to participate in the W 
State Trade Fair, held in Seattle May 
17-26, and will remain here for 2 
months to promote a joint-venture 
operation in lumbering and wood prod- 
ucts manufacturing, 

U Pe Kin is accompanied by Baird 
Helfrich, representative of the Sleeper 
Supply Co, of Moulmein. They reported- 
ly will supervise a peeling operation of 
23 logs of various types of Burmese 
wood to test their suitability for ve- 
neers and core stock for plywood. If 
satisfactory results are obtained the 
Burmese companies will want a U. S. 
firm to make plywood in Burma. 

The Burmese companies are willing 
to supply local capital to establish the 
plant and will guarantee a supply of 
timber. The U. S. partners will be 
required to furnish the peeling and 
slicing machinery, and managerial and 
technical know-how. In return the 
Burmese companies will offer a share 
of the plywood product for export to 
the United States. 

U Pe Kin has with him specimens of 
Burmese woods and data on the char- 
acteristics of the woods including their 
mechanical properties, specific gravity, 
working qualities, and wood structure. 
According to U Pe Kin Burmese woods 
have a very high density, well over 
0.56, the minimum specific gravity for 
hardwood under the American classifi- 
cation system, 

Firms interested in contacting U Pe 
Kin may address inquiries to.the In- 
vestment Development Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 


U. S. Capital, Know-How 
Sought for Hotel in Peru 


Inmobiliaria Carabaya, Jiron Azan- 
garo 254, Lima, constructing a hotel 
building at the intersection of Jiron 
Puno and Jiron Carabaya in Lima, is 
seeking U. S. capital and technical as- 
sistance. Approximately US$200,000 is 
required for the interior furnishing and 
operation of the proposed hotel. 

The hotel area reportedly covers 
about 4,000 square meters of floor 
space, will have 86 double rooms, dou- 
ble basement, and roof garden. The 
building, operated as a hotel, is exempt 
from taxation for 10 years under the 
Peruvian Hotel Law. The firm is said 
to hold a permit granted in 1955. 

Interested firms are. invited to cor- 
respond direct with Engineer Leopoldo 
Arosemana, the manager of Inmobilia- 
ria Carabaya, at the Lima address. 
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business con- 
nections. in the United States. 


While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. The usual precautions should be 
taken; all transactions are subject to 
prevailing laws and regulations in this 
country and abroad. 


When available, supplementary infor- 
mation as indicated by symbol (*) may 
be obtained on loan by firms domiciled 
in the United States from the Trade 
Opportunity Section, Trade Develop- 
ment Division, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C. Requests for loan 
material should include the commodity 
as well as the foreign firm’s name and 
address. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Alcoholic Beverages 
France 


Jean Bregal (sales and éxport agent 
for French producers), 12 bis rue Fer- 
rere, Bordeaux, Gironde, ‘wishes to ex- 
port direct fo all areas of the United 
States, except New York and Illinois, 
large quantities of good-quality cognac 
brandy, sold under trade name of Rophi, 
and champagne, in glass bottles packed 
in wooden cases, 

Lemaire & Cie (wholesaler, exporter), 
20 quai“de Brienne, Bordeaux, Gironde, 
wishes to export preferably direct but 
will consider regional agents, except for 
Texas, large quantities of red and white 
Bordeaux wines: Vintage and classified 
wines in 75-centiliter glass bottles and 
good quality table wines in 225-liter 
wooden barrels. 


Netherlands 


Ph. van Perlstein & Zoon, N.V. (im- 
porter of alcoholic beverages, manufac- 
turer and exporter of alcoholic bever- 
ages and bitter extracts), 1-5 Gasthuis- 
straat, Doetinchem, wishes to export 
direct or through agent large quantities 
of vermouth bitters. 


Curios 
Denmark 


J. E. Jensen (export merchant), 92 
Strandvej, Esbjerg, wishes to export 
direct to gift shops Danish handicraft 
items including handpainted porcelain, 
silverware, photograph frames, door 
knockers, wooden handicrafts such as 
figurines, and costume jewelry in amber, 
wood, and bone. Illustrated and de- 
scriptive catalog available.* 
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Furniture 
Italy 


Commissionaria Generale Exclusiva 
Steffenino’ (importer of special woods 
and fabrics, manufacturer, wholesaler, 
exporter), 3 Via Pinelli, Turin, wishes 
to export direct large quantities of 
high-quality furniture, panels, wall pan- 
oramics, and tables, decorated with 
plasticized kaminated applications. Il- 
lustrated and descriptive leaflets avail- 
able.* 


Grinding Wheels 


Switzerland 

EAG Elektrizitats & Apparatenbau 
AG (manufacturer of bookbinding ma- 
chines, exporter, retailer of grinding 
wheels and: discs), Elizabethenstrasse 
10, Zurich 36, wishes to export direct 
or through agent 15,000 or more month- 
ly of plate grinding wheels with 22.5- 
mm, standard holes and discs bonded 
with plastic and having a glass fiber 
filler. List of sizes available.* 


Hides and Skins 


France 

Defaye, Maumy & Cie (importer of 
raw skins, processor, wholesaler, ex- 
porter), 16 rue des Penitents-Blancs, 
Limoges, Haute-Vienne, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent large 
quantities of good quality raw rabbit 
skins, classified types. 
New Zealand 

John L. Belcher & Co., Ltd. (im- 
porter, export merchant, wholesaler of 
hardware, sporting goods, and electrical 
goods), 108 Kilmore St., Christchurch, 
wishes to expect direct all qualities of 
pickled pelts, skins, hides, and neat’s- 
foot oil. 
Industrial Designs 


England 

Archway Engineering Co. (industrial 
designers; specialists in aircraft and 
automobile body assembly fixtures, jet 
blade tooling, and special purpose ma- 
chinery), 559-561 Holloway Rd., London, 
N. 19, offers engineering design service 





Norwegian Firm Proposes 
Joint Enterprise 


Berger Langmoen, manufactur- 
er of wallboard and board, desires 
to augment its production to in- 
clude new articles of all types. 
For this purpose the firm seeks 
the collaboration of a U. S. com- 
pany. 

The Norwegian firm reportedly 
has at its disposal several vacant 
industrial buildings which could 
be adapted for any type of manu- 
facturing operation. 

Firms interested in this joint- 
venture proposal are invited to 
correspond direct with Berger 
Langmoen, Brumunddal, Norway. 











—— 


for figs, fixtures, and tools for aj 
processes in such industries as air. 
craft, automobile, jet engine, calculat. 
ing and special purpose machinery, ete, 
Delivery dates will -be guaranteed by 
penalty provisions. Donald F. Weedon, 
the proprietor, is scheduled to arrive in 
the United States on June 3. (See For. 
eign Commerce Weekly, May 20, 1957, 
p. 21.) 


Plastic Products 
France 


LUMIFOR (importer of glass fiber 
and fibrous glass textiles, wholesaler of 
plastic sheets for insulation and other 
purposes, fabricator, exporter), 38 rue 
des Menuts, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes 
to export direct corrugated plastic 
sheets—unbreakable, light, soundproof, 
transparent or opaque—for insulation, 
roofing, porch covering, etc. Illustrated 
and descriptive leaflet in French avail- 
able.* 


Shells 
Union of South Africa 

S. Stern (Proprietary), Ltd. (export 
merchant), 909 Groote Kerk Gebou, 39 
Adderley St., or P. O. Box 2148, Cape 
Town, wishes to export preferably 
direct, but will consider through agent, 
whole or broken abalone shells, 


Tea 
England 


Mazawattee Tea Co., Ltd. (tea blend- 
ers, wholesaler, exporter), 50 Thomas 
Rd., London, E. 14, wishes to export 
direct or through regional agents first- 
grade black tea, blended in England: 
2- and 4-ounce packets in \%-, 42-, and 
1-pound tins, and tea bags in cartons of 
100. 


Textiles 
Italy 


Mario Cavigioli & C. (manufacturer, 
wholesaler, exporter), 13 Via per Pol- 
lone, Biella, Vercelli Province, wishes to 
export direct or through agent large 
quantities of high-quality cotton, wool, 


silk, and rayon textiles with fancy 
threads of any counts for special 
effects. 


Toilet Goods 
Monaco, Principality of 

FLORILHAM (manufacturer), Palais 
de la Scala, Monaco, wishes to export 
direct or through agent 100,000 plain 
and fancy perfume vaporizers in regular 
and pocket sizes. 


Valves and Fittings 


England 

Meynell & Sons, Ltd. (manufacturer, 
exporter), Montrose St., Wolverhamp- 
ton, Staffordshire, wishes to export 
direct or through regional agents all 
types of valves and fittings up to 6” 
size, gun metal body and internal work- 
ing parts, as follows: 

BSS 1400 cast iron handwheel renew- 


able disc, L.G. 26 valve tested 360 psi. 
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ulic pressure, 180 p.s.i. saturated 
SWP 250 p.s.i. cold water, oil, gas, etc.; 
BSS 1400 L.G. 26 steam and water 
mixing value with stainless steel spring 
seat and cast aluminum knob—nickel 
alloy valve Teflon; and wedge values 
BSS 1400 L.G. 26 with cast iron hand- 
wheel valve tested to 360 p.s.i. hydraulic 

ure, suitable for saturated SWP 
1235 p.s.i. cold water, oil, or.gas 200 p.s.1. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Aeronautical Equipment 
France 

SAPPRAVIA—Societe d’Approvision- 
nement d’Aviation (importer, exporter), 
18 rue Volney, Paris (2°), wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks agency from 
U. S. manufacturers and/or distributors 
for aviation spare parts, mechanical 
and electrical. Firm is also interested 
in exporting aviation spare parts of 
French manufacture. 


Chemicals 


Netherlands 
Comprifalt N.V. 





(importing distyibu- 
tor.) 6 Posthoornstraat, Rotterdam, 
wishes to purchase direct chemicals 
for the building industry (concrete im- 
provement; additives for concrete and 
concrete products, etc.). 


Clothing 
Saud? Arabia 

Sami Kutbi & Bros. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), P. O. 
Box 247, Jidda, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for ladies’ 
ready-to-wear, including nightgowns, 
lingerie, and dresses. Firm would like 
to receive catalogs and price quotations 
on ac.i.f. Jidda basis. 


Cosmetics 


Saudi Arabia 

Sami Kutbi & Bros. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), P. O. 
Box 247, Jidda, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for various 
types of cosmetics—creams, makeup, 
etc. Firm would like to receive catalogs 
and price quotations on a cif. Jidda 
basis. 


Electronic Controls 


Switzerland 

Rettor Aktiengesellschaft (importer, 
wholesaler, sales agent), 226 Albisried- 
erstrasse, Zurich, wishes to purchase 


~direct and seeks agency for high-quality 


electronic control equipment, 
Fans 
Saudi Arabia 

Sami Kutbi & Bros. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), P. O, 
Box 247, Jidda, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for ceiling fans. 
Firm would like to receive catalogs and 
price quotations on c.i.f. Jidda basis. 


Foodstuffs 
lraq 


Isa Ali Thammer (importer, whole- 
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Handbook on Congo 
Aid to Investors 


“Investments in the Belgian 
Congo and Ruanda-Urundi, Pros- 
pects and Regulations,” published 
by the Belgian Congo and Ruan- 
da-Urundi Information and Pub- 
lic Relations Office for the De- 
partment of Economic Studies, 
Ministry of Colonies, may be 
helpful to U. S. firms wishing to 
invest in existing enterprises or 
to establish branch offices in the 
‘Belgian Congo or Ruanda Urundi. 

The handbook discusses favor- 
able factors relative to investment 
and contains general information 
on the Congo and Ruanda Urundi, 
such as climate, resources, inter- 
national status, laws and regula- 
tions applicable to an investor, 
etc. 

Firms interested in obtaining 
a copy of this publication may ad- 
dress their inquiries to Baron 
Leopold Dhanis, Counselor for 
Belgian Congo Affairs, Belgian 
Embassy, 3330 Garfield Street 
NW., Washington, D. C. 











saler, retailer of canned foodstuffs, 
chocolate, soaps, and powdered milk), 
Shorja Market, Baghdad, wishes to 
purchase direct and seeks exclusive dis- 
tributorship for canned vegetables, 
fruits, fish, and meats, of U. S. manu- 
facture. 


Household Goods 
Saudi Arabia 


Sami Kutbi & Bros. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), P. O. 
Box 247, Jidda, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for tablecloths, 
bath towels, mechanical kitchen needs, 
cutlery, and tableware. Firm would 
like to receive catalogs and price quota- 
tions on c.i.f, Jidda basis, 


Machinery 
France 


Guichard & Cie (manufacturer, whole- 
saler of knitted underwear), 28 rue des 
Salenques, ‘Toulouse, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to purchase direct special sew- 
ing machines and knitting machines for 
hosiery, knitted underwear, and related 
articles, Modern equipment of good 
quality desired. Firm wishes catalogs 
and pricelists. 


Germany 

Fritz Leser K.G. (manufaeturer of 
small cases for jewelry and optical 
goods), Lahr-Baden, is interested in 
purchasing machinery for covering 
small jewelry and optical cases with 
fabric or upholstery. 
India 


Hindusthan Bobbin Industries (manu- 
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facturers of jute mill accessories, such 
as bobbins, shuttles, arms, and 
other allied stores), 15 Canal East 
Road, Calcutta 4, wishes to purchase 
direct machinery for making ball bear- 
ings. 


Magazines and te 
New Zealand 

The Murray costae Ltd. (im- 
porter, wholesaler), 71 City Chambers, 
Cnr. Queen & Victoria Sts., Auckland, 
wishes to purchase direct magazines, 
periodicals, paperbacks, paper cheaps, 
and comics from U. S. publishing 
houses, or to establish an agency. 
Picnic Equipment 
Saudi Arabia 

Sami Kutbi & Bros. (importing dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), P. O. 
Box 247, Jidda, wishes to purchase 
direct and seeks agency for utensils and 
equipment for picnics. Firm would like 


to receive catalogs and price quotations 
ona c.i.f. Jidda basis. 


Shoes 
Netherlands 


B. J. de Jong (importer/retailer), 248 
Nieuwe Binnenweg, Rotterdam, wishes 
to purchase medium- and better-quality 
shoes for men and women, 


Sportswear 
Saudi Arabia 


Sami Kutbi & Bros. ype ory > dis- 
tributor, manufacturer’s agent), O. 
Box 247, Jidda, wishes to ae 
direct and seeks agency for sportswear 
for picnics and beach resorts. Firm 
desires catalogs and price quotations 
on a cif. Jidda basis. 


Textiles 


France 


LUMIFOR (fabricator of plastic 
sheets for insulation and other pur- 
poses), 38 rue des Menuts, Bordeaux, 
Gironde, wishes to purchase direct good- 
quality glass fiber (fibrous glass mat) 
in rolls of 150 to 200 meters (492 to 
656 feet) Iong, and 110 centimeters 
(43.3 in.) wide; also fiber glass (sill- 
cone) textiles, 


New Zealand 


Direct Indentors (manufacturer’s 
agent, importer), GP.O. Box 2405, 
Wellington, wishes to purchase direct 
and seeks agency for textile piece goods 
suitable for women’s garment trade and 
furnishing trade. 


Veterinary Products 
France 


SOFCA—Societe Francaise de Com- 
plement Alimentaires—Veterinary Lab- 
oratory (importer, manufacturer, whole- 
saler, exporter), 31 rue Tronchet, Paris, 
wishes to purchase direct and seeks 
exclusive representation for serums, 
vaccines, tuberculins, and veterinary 
specialties from a U. S. laboratory. 


~ 
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AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Agency 
Italy 

Societa’ Commerciale Giuseppe Sacca’ 
di F.sco (steamship agent, broker), 165 
Via Risorgimento, Messina, wishes to 
act as agent and broker for U. S. steam- 
ship companies. 
Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals 
Belgium 

Carlo Gerard (importer, agent), 26 
avenue de |’Atlantique, Brussels, is in- 
terested in obtaining agencies—cover- 
ing Belgium and the Belgian Congo— 
from U. S. manufacturers of products 
and equipment used in the chemical 
and pharmaceutical industries. 


Colombia 

Vileca, Ltda. (commission merchant), 
19-29 Carrera 7, Bogota, seeks agency 
from U. S, manufacturers of melamine 
resins and synthetic sizing materials for 
treating textile fibers; and good-quality 
mud-conditioning chemicals used in oil 
drilling, such as bentonite, complex 
phosphates, or soft water clays. 


Union of South Africa 


H. L. Hompes & Co. (indent agent), 
4th Floor, 30 Darling St., (P. O. Box 





824), Cape Town, seeks agency for 
ammonium sulfate, 21% nitrogen. 
Fertilizers 

Colombia - 


Vilca, Ltda. (commission merchant), 
19-29 Carrera 7, Bogota, seeks agency 
from U. S. manufacturers of raw mate- 
rial for fertilizers, such as phosphates, 
potassium chloride, or ammonium 
sulfate. 


Foodstuffs 


France 

Glaciere Francaise Entrepot Frigori- 
fique Du Rond (wholesaler, commission 
merchant handling fruits, dairy prod- 
ucts, etc.; operator of ice-making 
plant, and cold-storage and refrigerat- 
ing plant), 68 avenue Gambetta, Mon- 
tauban, Tarn-et-Garonne, seeks agency 
for good-quality fresh fruits, and even- 
tually perishable food products, 


Saudi Arabia 


Fadlullah Qazi & Sons (manufac- 
turer’s agent, commission merchant), 
P. O. Box 164, Jidda, seeks agency from 
refiners or producers of refined white 
sugar, 


Industrial Machinery, Equipment 
France , 


Etablissements Marcel Bertoin (whole- 
saler, retailer, manufacturer’s agent 
handling industrial.machinery, equip- 
ment, and supplies; also lubricating oils 
and greases), 91 rue Riquet, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne, wishes to obtain from 
U. S. manufacturers a general agency— 
for southwest France with the excep- 
tion of the Gironde Department—for 
good-quality industrial machinery and 
equipment (except heavy-duty ma- 
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chines) for utilization by small- and 
medium-sized enterprises; also tools and 
general supplies. 

Modern machinery, tools, etc., not 
currently sold in France, or articles 
offered at competitive prices are pre- 
ferred. 


Insecticides 


Colombia 

Vilea, Ltda. (commision merchant), 
19-29 Carrera 7, Bogota, seeks agency 
for agricultural insecticides, bulk-pack- 
aged, from U. S. manufacturers, 
Paper 
Germany 

Hans-Juergen von Weber (sales/in- 
dent agent selling paper, cardboard), 
10a Kuulsbarg, Hamburg-Blankenese, 
seeks agency for paper, cardboard, and 
woodpulp of all types and varieties. 


Plastics 
Colombia 


Vilca, Ltda. (commission merchant), 
19-29 Carrera 7, Bogota, seeks agency 
from U.S. manufacturers for polyvinyl 
chloride molding compound to be used 
for plastic molding; may be either vir- 
gin or reprocessed, and will be sold na- 
tionwide to plastic manufacturers. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia 


Harry J. G. Blackford, representing 
T. S. Skillman & Co. Pty., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer of carrier communication 
equipment), 55 Carter St., Cammeray, 
Sidney, is interested in telecommunica- 
tions. Was scheduled to arrive May 21 
via Los Angeles for a 3-month visit. 
U.S. address: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioner, 206 Sansome St., San 
Francisco; and c/o California Interstate 
Telephone Co., Victorville, Calif. Itin- 
erary: Los Angeles, San Francisco,” 
Dallas, and New York. 


Arthur E. MclIlveen, representing self 
(chartered accountant), 3 Coorabin 
Road, Northbridge, New South Wales, 
is interested in investment in Australia. 
Scheduled to arrive May 30 via Los 
Angeles for a month’s visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o Matson Lines, 533 West 6th 
St., Los Angeles, Calif. Itinerary: Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Washington, 
and New York. 


England 


F. W. McCombie, managing director, 
Megator Pumps & Compressors, Ltd., 
43 Berkeley Square, London, W. 1, is 
interested in making a preliminary 
study of the market with a view of 
establishing a selling organization in 
the United States. Was scheduled to 
arrive May 21 via New York for a visit 
of an indefinite period. U.S. address: 
c/o U.S. Departmerit of Commerce, 4th 


— 


Floor, 110 E. 45th St., New York wy, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Philadel. 


phia, and other cities. 


Germany 

Dr. E. G. Kolbenach, representing 
HAWIG Maschinenfabrik GmbH, manu. 
facturer of vacuum cleaners and water 
pumps) Schwanheimerstrasse, Ben. 
sheim/Bergstrasse, is interested in in- 
vestigating marketing possibilities for 
his products in the United States and 
establishing contact with U.S. smalj 
electrical equipment manufacturers, 
who are not yet represented in Europe, 
with a view to obtaining sales agency, 
Was scheduled to arrive May 16 via 
New York for a 2-month visit. U.S. ad- 
dress: c/c Watson Heshell, 1245 Wa. 
bash St., Pasadena 3, Calif. Itinerary; 
New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
and San Diego. 

Walter A. F. Lenhardt, representing 
Dr. Ernst Baur & Co. Nachfolger K.G, 
13/21 Linkenheimerlandstrasse, Neu- 
reut bei Karlsruhue, is interested in 
licensing agreements with U.S. firms 
for the manufacture in the United 
States of impregnating agent for fiber 
boards; special cold glue; fuel-proof, 
air-drying lacquer to be used for all 
kinds of fuel containers. Scheduled to 
arrive June 6 via New York for a visit 
until August 9. 

U.S. address: c/o Mrs. Koelbel, 427 
St. John’s Place, Brooklyn, N.Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Washington, and San 
Francisco. 

Boris von Schlippe, consulting engi- 
neer, representing Total KG Foerstner 
& Co. (manufacturer, exporter of fire- 
fighting equipment, insecticide spray- 
ers), 19 Industriestrasse, Ladenburg a, 
Neckar, is interested in obtaining tech- 
nical information and studying Ameri- 
can standards and production methods 
for airborne fire-fighting equipment, 
Was scheduled to arrive the early part 
of May via New York for a 4-week visit, 
or longer, if necessary. 

U.S. address: c/o Alex von Schlippe, 
57 Woodside Ave., Norwich, Conn 
Telephone: TY 7-7254. Itinerary: New 
York; New Haven; Washington; Cleve- 
land; Dayton, May 27-29; Indianapolis, 
May 31-June 3; Los Angeles, June 5-7; 
Seattle, June 10; Farmingdale, L. I, 
June 12; New Haven, Conn., (and pos- 
sibly Ashland, Mass.), June 14-15; and 
Belleville, N. J., June 17. 


Ireland 

Harold H. Murdoch, general managef, 
Hodges & Sons, Ltd. (importer, whole- 
saler, retailer or radios, electrical goods, 
spraying equipment, paints, wallpapers), 
5-6 George’s Quay, Dublin, is interested 
in building materials, paints, wallpapers, 
radios, electrical goods, light hardware, 
ironmongery, garden implements, and 
office methods and equipment. Sched- 
uled to arrive latter part of May for & 
visit until June 11. 

U.S. address: c/o Department of 
Commerce, 4th Floor, 110 E. 45th St, 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Business Sound Despite Slowdowns 





Canadian Economy. Makes Readjustment 


This report was prepared in the British Commonwealth Division, 
Bureau of Foreign Commerce, and is based upon reports received from 
the U. S. Embassy, Ottawa. 


The Canadian economy seems to be entering a period of consoli- 
dation and readjustment after its rapid recovery and expansion starting 


in the latter part of 1954. 


The rate of capital expansion has slowed and productive activity 
has been leveling off. However, despite weaknesses in textiles, lumber, 


and timber, and declining forward 
wheat sales, the overall condition of the 
economy remains sound because such 
basic resource and related industries as 
petroleum and pulp and ‘paper are 
strong. 

Virtually all labor is fully employed, 
and rising income has assured continued 
vigorous consumer and investment de- 
mand. Inflationary pressures have been 
manifested in both higher prices and 
costs, and restrictive monetary and 
fiscal policies are being maintained to 
keep these pressures in check. These 
policies, however, have contributed to a 
sharp decline in housing construction 
and pose difficulties for small business. 


Total capital expenditures in 1957 are 
expected to reach C$8,533 million, ac- 
cording to the Department of Trade and 
Commerce, 8 percent above the 1956 
record figure of C$7.9 billion, which it- 
self represented a precipitous rise of 
24 percent above the 1955 figure. An 
expected decline of 18 percent in hous- 
ing construction will be more than 
counterbalanced by an anticipated rise 
of 16 percent in investment in nonresi- 
dential construction, and by an increase 
of 13 percent in outlays for machinery 
and equipment. Investment in utilities— 
power developments, pipelines and trans- 
portation facilities, including the St. 
Lawrence Seaway construction—is ex- 
pected to show the sharpest increase 
over 1956. 


Construction Contracts Decline 


The value of total construction con- 
tract awards for the first quarter fell 
by more than 22 percent from Ahe rec- 
ord .first-quarter 1956 high, or from 
C$678 million to C$551.4 million. The 
decline was not confined to contracts 
for new housing, as contracts for engi- 
neering projects fell by 19 percent and 
for business construction projects by 5 
percent. 

Considerable pessimism was reflected 
among real estate firms, and a few 
marginal firms closed. This led to steps 
by the Government to stimulate house- 
building. Concrete measures included 
raising the interest rate for loans guar- 
anteed by the Central Mortgage and 
Housing Administration from 5% per- 
cent to 6 percent, and arranging for the 
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chartered banks of Canada to make a 
minimum of C$150 million in new mort- 
gage loans in 1957. Housing starts for 
1957 are forecast at 100,000, as com- 
pared with 127,311 in 1956. 

Output of pig iron and steel ingots 
in the first 2 months exceeded that for 
the same period of 1956 by 6 percent. 
An estimated 135,063 motor vehicles 
were manufactured through the first 
week in April, compared with 119,592 
for the like period in 1956. Cotton-tex- 
tile production, despite a slight improve- 
ment in February over January, still 
remains below the level of last year’s 
output. Mills opened 33,935 bales of raw 
cotton in February, compared with 
32,772 bales in January and with 34,323 
bales in February 1956. 


Newsprint Sets Record 


The newsprint industry operated in 
the first quarter at 100.6 percent of the 
1957 rated capacity to produce a record 
high first-quarter total of 1,651,725 tons, 
a gain of 3.9 percent over a year earlier. 

The petroleum industry’s daily aver- 
age output was estimated at 539,136 
barrels. The second-quarter outlook is 
highly favorable, with a forecast of 575,- 
000 barrels daily; third-quarter output 
is forecast at 599,600 barrels daily; and 
fourth-quarter output at 658,000 barrels 
daily. 

The consumer-price index remained 
unchanged at 120.5 (1949=—100) between 
February 1 and March 1, and rose 
slightly to 120.9 on April 1, continuing 
a period of relative stability dating from 
November 1956. Indexes for food, cloth- 
ing, and “other commodities and serv- 
ices” moved upward in March. 

The upward trend in the general 
wholesale index was halted temporarily 
in October and November, rose in De- 
cember and January to a new high of 
229.4 (1935-39100) in the latter 
month, and then declined by one point 
to 228.4 for February and March 1957. 
Declining prices for most farm and some 
industrial products more than offset 
slight increases in a narrow range of 
industrial products. A reasonable degree 
of stability was expected in the whole- 
sale-price index for April. 

Some upswing occurred in farm 
prices, although for the most part it is 


counter-balanced by the ever increasing 
cost of farm production. The increased 
output of some agricultural commodi- 
ties, owing to favorable yields and fairly 
satisfactory prices, the increasing per 
capita consumption of some of the ma- 
jor products, the buoyant effect of Ca- 
nadian industrial expansion, and the 
continued efficiency of agricultural pro- 
duction, have been on the favorable 
side of the farming industry. 

For the period January 1—April 10, 
there was a decided reduction in exports 
of wheat, which totaled 53.5 million 
bushels as compared with 76.2 million 
bushels in the like period in 1956. Wheat 
exports for the current marketing year 
are expected to be substantially lower 
than the 309 million bushels exported in 
the 1955-56 crop year. Canadian wheat 
sold to Poland this marketing year 
totaled 300,000 tons, compared with 
340,000 tons last year. No other wheat 
has been sold to other satellite coun- 
tries in contrast to sales last year to 
East Germany, Czechoslovakia, and 
Hungary. 

The Soviet Union has not yet pur- 
chased any of its 400,000 tons of wheat 
which it agreed to take annually in a 
3-year agreement. Canadian wheat hold- 
ings on March 31 reached record pro- 
portions, and farmers intend to reduce 
their wheat acreage this year by 1,464,- 
300 acres from the 19.876 million acres 
sown in 1956. This is the second-lowest 
acreage in 37 years and represents the 
fifth consecutive decline. 

Meat consumption rose to record 
heights in 1956 and cattle slaughtering 
in the first quarter of this year were 
48 percent above the 430,000 head 
slaughtered in the first quarter of 1956. 
Hog slaughterings, however, decreased 
and are expected to be still lower in the 
second quarter. Light marketings as 
well as the Canadian embargo on U. S. 
pork have helped keep hog prices above 
the floor price. 


New Legislation Aids Farmers 

The Canadian Parliament, viewing 
the coming Federal elections on June 
10, has approved this year more legis- 
lation than usual to improve the wel- 
fare of the Canadian farmers. The Ca- 
nadian Wheat Board’s authority as the 
sole marketing agency for Canadian 
wheat, oats, and barley was extended to 
August 1, 1962. The Canadian Farm 
Loan Act was amended so that an extra 
C$20 million can be loaned to farmers. 

Payments to farmers under the Prai- 
rie Farm Assistance Act have been in- 
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creased, in gome cases nearly doubled. 
The powers of provincial marketing 
boards under the Agricultural Products 
Marketing Act were extended for the 
purpose of equalizing returns to the 
producers. An interim payment by the 
Wheat Board of C$0.10 a bushel on all 
grades of 1956 wheat, except milling 
grades of Durum, was announced. On 
these grades payment is to be C$0.25 a 
bushel. 

Increased Government freight rate 
assistance was granted on feed grains 
to Eastern Canada to offset general 
freight rate increases. Support prices 
were established for dry skim milk to 
provide protection against imports from 
Australia and New Zealand, and a price 
support program has been announced 
for fowl. 


Fishery Production Down 


In the first 2 months of the quarter 
the productivity of Canada’s fisheries 
dropped sharply, compared with the 
first 2 months: of 1956. Herring account- 
ed for the entire drop for the Pacific 
fisheries. Lower production on the East 
Coast was caused by declines among 
several species, with haddock and cod 
leading the list. Revenues from the im- 
portant lobster catch also fell sharply; 
however, this was owing to lower prices 
being received, as landings held steady. 
Preliminary figures available for March 
on the fisheries of the three Maritime 
Provinces ‘show marked improvement 
over the preceding 2 months and com- 
pare favorably with the figures of a 
year earlier. 

An agreement between Canada, the 
United States, Japan, and the Soviet 
Union was signed on an interim basis 
for the regulation of fur-seal hunting in 
the North Pacific. The United States 
and Canada also reached agreement on 
coordinated regulations governing the 
oceanic salmon and certain other fish- 
eries in the Pacific Ocean. 

Discussion continued regarding the 
need for protecting the offshore fish- 
eries through extension of Canadian 
territorial waters from 3 to 12 miles. 
Also, it was announced in the quarter 
that Canada’s commercial fishermen 
would be able to draw Federal unem- 
ployment insurance after January 1, 
1958. The buyer of the fish catch will 
be regarded as the employer and ac- 
cordingly he will contribute to the 
scheme. 


Wholesale, Retail Trade Up 


Wholesale sales for February were 6 
percent above sales in February 1956 
but 3 percent below the preceding Jan- 
uary figure. As wholesale activity usual- 
ly increases in February, part of the 
decline may be the result of the drop 
in wholesale prices. Twelve of the 17 
trades had sales gains in February, 
with household appliances, automotive 
parts and accessories, and groceries and 
food specialties in the lead. Decreases 
occurred in sales of construction ma- 
terials and supplies, clothing and fur- 
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nishings, industrial and transportation 
equipment and supplies, farm ma- 
chinery, and footwear. 

Retail trade in February showed an 
8.5 percent rise over February 1956. 
Gains were made by motor vehicle deal- 
ers, grocery and combination stores, 
variety stores, shoe stores, garages, and 
family, and women’s clothing. Sales by 
dealers in lumber and building mate- 
rials declined in the month. 

Good spring weather being experi- 
enced should stimulate retail activity, 
and optimism also prevails because of 
the continued high level of employment 
which should keep the volume of sal- 
aries and wages up. 


Imports, Exports Rise 


Commodity imports continued to rise 
—from C$1,272.2 million in the first 
quarter in 1956 to C$1,364.6 million in 
the January-March period of the cur- 
rent year. Exports also increased over 
last year—but at a less rapid rate than 
imports—from C$1,051.4 million to C$1,- 
112.8 million. The commodity trade de- 
ficit for the 3-month period increased to 
C$251.8 million from C$220.8 million, 
the deficit from the United States rising 
to C$377.5 million from C$319.9 million. 

All of the increase in exports was in 
sales to the United States and other 
foreign countries, shipments declining 
in both periods to the United Kingdom 
and other Commonwealth countries. Im- 
ports were lower from the United States 
in March in contrast to the trend for 
many months, but the total for the 
quarter was above that for the same 
period in 1956. 

A growing problem for exporters has 
been the increase in the exchange pre- 
mium enjoyed by the Canadian dollar 
over the U. S. dollar. Faced in some 
cases with increasing prices for Cana- 
dian products in terms of Canadian dol- 
lars, foreign importers may be cutting 
down on their volume of purchases in 
the Canadian market. Also, certain sec- 
tors of the Canadian export business, 
notably the lumber and pulp and paper 
industries, have complained of decreas- 
ing profits from their sales in the U. S. 
market, where their prices remain fixed 
in U. S. dollars. 


Payments Show Deficit 


The Canadian balance of international 
payments situation is marked by a huge 
current account deficit, reflecting not 
only an increased mechandise trade 
deficit but also a higher deficit on in- 
visibles. There is as yet no sign of a 
lessening in these deficits. Large in- 
flows of direct and portfolio investment 
capital, primarily from the United 
States but increasingly from the United 
Kingdom, are adequately financing the 
deficit, with the result that reserves of 
U. S. dollars have remained stable and 
the Canadian dollar exceptionally 
strong—in terms of the U. S. dollar. In 
the first half of April the rate fluctu- 
ated a little above 96. 

Government monetary and _ fiscal 


policies continue to be oriented 
Yestraint, and no easing of tight 
conditions is foreseen for the near fy. 
ture. The Federal budget for 1956-57. 
produced an estimated surplus of 
million, and the budget for 1957.5 
may result in an even larger surplus, 
The 1957-58 budget holds the line on 
basic tax rates and, although Govern. 
ment expenditures are climbing jg 
record levels, the overall effect of the 
budget should be mildly anti-inflationary, 


The Finance Minister, in his budget 
address of March 14, increased welfare 
payments, some liberalization in the 
provisions of the Income Tax Act ang 
Succession Duties Act, minor reduye. 
tions in customs duties, and the elimi. 
nation of sales and special excise taxes 
on a number of commodities, some jn 
common use by consumers. 

New Federal-provincial tax rentaj 
agreements covering the calendar years 
1957-61, under which Provinces waive 
the right to levy personal income taxes, 
corporation taxes, and succession duties 
in return for Federal Government pay- 
ments were made with all Provinces 
except Quebec, which will continue to 
levy taxes in all three fields. Also, On- 
tario has decided to re-enter the cor- 
poration tax field and to continue levy- 
ing succession duties. 


The money supply declined seasonally 
in the quarter, but a higher rate of 
turnover and a high level of new cor- 
porate financing testify to continued 
strong monentary demand. Interest 
rates reached a new postwar high in 
early February, and the chartered banks 
have been kepf in a tight cash position 
by the Bank of Canada. The volume of 
general bank loans remained stable, and 
the rise of consumer credit outstanding 
has shown signs of leveling off. 


Railroad Carloading Decline 


The number of revenue carloadings 
in the first quarter was 909,000, a fall 
of 5.8 percent from 965,000 a year 
earlier. Commodities contributing to the 
decline were grain, coal, crude petro 
leum, lumber, timber, and plywood. 
However, the railroads may have an 
improved year as the operating rey- 
enues show an increase and expenses 
have not risen in the same proportion. 
Both the Canadian National Railway 
(CNR) and the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way (CPR) plan major improvements 
in service and expansion of operations 
in 1957. 

Effective in the beginning of April, 
minimum carloads on the CNR and the 
CPR for Western Canada of 24,00 
pounds will receive special freight rates, 
with increasing loads up to 60,000 
pounds receiving further reductions. 
Federal authorities also announced that 
30 percent instead of 20 percent lower 
rates would prevail for freight moving 
between the Atlantic Provinces and 
other parts of Canada, effective July 
1.—U. S. Embassy, Ottawa. 
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New Navigation Law 
Published in Bolivia 


The Bolivian Government in April 

lished its new Navigation Law 
passed by the Bolivian Congress and 
signed by the President last December. 

The new law is concerned with river 
and lake navigation by private and mer- 
chant shipping and with such matters 
as dredging, canalization, traffic regula- 
tion and control, and construction of 
adequate port facilities. Also included 
are regulations in connection with reg- 
istry of vessels under the Bolivian flag. 

Under the law a Bureau of Rivers and 
Navigation will be established under 
the direction of the Ministry of Public 


| Works with the responsibility of de- 


veloping an inland waterways fleet. 
Upon incorporation merchant ships or 
private vessels registered in Bolivia will 
be exempt from certain departmental 
and municipal taxes. Further exemp- 
tions include materials used in the con- 
struction of ships and ports. 

The new Bureau will determine the 
use of rivers and ports, establish freight 
and passenger rates, and control sol. 
tration of ships’ crews, which are to be 
7% percent Bolivian. Port construction 
will be furthered by the Government 
under plans approved by the Ministry 
of Public Works. 

Until such time as the Bureau is es- 
tablished the Hydraulic Office under the 
Ministry of Public Works will assume 
these responsibilities —U. S. Embassy, 
La Paz. 





Israel Railways Extended, 


Other Lines To Be Built 


Israel Railways in 1956 reached a to- 
tal length of 382 miles, of which 268 
miles are standard gage, upon comple- 
tion of a new extension from Tel Aviv 
to Beersheba. 

The new line, which is about 46 miles 
long,.cost approximately I£11 million 
(1 Israeli pound = US$0.56). 

Future plans call for extension of the 
line from Beersheba to the phosphate 
mines at Hakarbolet and to the potash 
and salt works on the Dead Sea. 

Since the opening of Eilat as a lim- 
ited port, plans also are being consid- 
ered for construction of a railway line 
from there to Sodom on the Dead Sea, a 
distance of about 119 miles. 

A total of 4.1 million passengers were 
carried by Israel Railways last year, 
compared with 3.2 million the year be- 
fore. Cargoes carried totaled 1.5 million 
metric tons, up from 1.3 million in 1955. 

Most of the new rolling stock and 
equipment acquired in 1956 was ordered 
from Western Germany upder the repa- 


rations agreement.—U. S. Embassy, Tel 
Aviv, 


May 27, 1957 


Three Shipyards To Be Constructed 


New shipyards are in the first stages of construction or are 
planned for Copenhagen, Haifa on the northwestern Mediterranean coast 
of Israel, and at a site in India still to be sélected. 

The first stage of construction of a shipyard at Copenhagen capable 
of handling supertankers has been initiated by the shipping. firm 


A. P. Moller & Co. 


The project involves excavation of 
about 1 million cubic meters of earth, 
and as geological research indicates 
that the condition of the earth is diffi- 
cult to handle the duration of the work 
is rather uncertain. It is estimated, 
however, that by 1961 operations on 
the yard can begin. 

At present total investment in the 
new enterprise is estimated at 65 mil- 
lion crowns (1 Danish crown=about 
US$0.14). ‘ 

Prospects for construction of a ship 
building and ship repair industry at the 
Israeli port of Haifi on the Mediter- 
ranean Bay of Acre has reached the 

int of concrete action involving the 
sraeli Government. 

Formation of a new corporation to 
study and carry out the necessary tech- 
nical surveys has been announced. The 
corporation also would conduct negoti- 
ations with foreign companies for tech- 
nical help and investment. 

Shares in the company, which is re- 
ported to be capitalized at I£1 million, 
are held 50 percent by the Israeli Gov- 
ernment and 25 percent each by Zim- 
Israel Navigation Co. and Soleh Boneh. 
Government-sponsored directors of the 
company are the Ministers of Trans- 
port, Defense, Finance, and Commerce. 

The sum of 7.5 million rupees, or 
US$1,575,000, is provided in India’s sec- 
ond 5-year plan for construction of a 
second shipbuilding yard in that coun- 
try. 

An interministerial government com- 
mittee, composed of the Director-Gen- 
eral of Shipping and representatives of 
the Ministries of Production, Transport, 
and Defense, has been appointed to de- 





Danes Approve Expansion 
Of Copenhagen Airport 


The Danish Government’s . proposal 
for expansion of Copenhagen (Kastrup) 
Airport at a cost of 167 million crowns 
over a 5-year period was adopted by 
the Folketing in April. 

A modification to the original bill 
obligates the Minister for Public Works 
to establish a special control commit- 
tee to supervise the plan. The commit- 
tee will also include members from out- 
side the public service. In a second 
revision of the original bill the Minister 
of Finance was given discretion to fi- 
nance the project by issuance of State 
bonds. (1 Danish crown—US$0.14.)— 
U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen. 





‘termine the capacity of the yard and 


type of ships it is to build. The com- 
mittee is expected to submit its report 
within a few months. ' 

Cochin, Kerala State; Tuticorin, Ma- 
dras State; and Bhaktal and Karwar, 
in Mysore State, are among the sites 
proposed for the yard by the various 
States and studied by the Indian Gov- 
ernment. The final decision is to be 
made after the consultants’ views have 
been obtained. 

Foreign assistance and advice in con- 
nection with establishment of the pro- 
posed shipyard apparently so far has 
been limited to Italy and West Ger- 
many.— U. S. Embassy, Copenhagen; 
U. S. Consulate, Haifa; and U. S. Con- 
sulate General, Madras. 





Canada To Regulate 
Air Charter Flights 


Air carriers applying to the Canadian 
Air Transport Board for authority to 


‘operate international chartered flights 


are required to submit detailed infor- 
mation concerning the contract at least 
30 days before the flight date unless an 
emergency need can be shown.  ~ 

Parties to contracts are required to 
give assurance to ATB that there has 
been no public soliciting, that no inter- 
mediate agent is to receive a fee of 
more than 5 percent, and that no mid- 
dleman is to receive a fee. 

Charter rates for pressurized aircraft 
shall be not less than 65 percent of the 
International Air Transport Association 
roundtrip tourist-class fare and no less 
than 60 percent of the prevailing IATA 
tariff for flights using nonpressurized 
equipment. 

The new ATB regulations for opera- 
tion of international charter air services 
to and from Canada became effective 
on April 30 for contracts which had 
been filed with ATB before that date 
and will take effect on June 15 for 
later applications. 

During the past two years there has 
been a marked increase in number of 
chartered flights conducted from 
Canada by U. S. airlines. The new regu- 
lations have as their principal purpose 
the placing of a minimum floor price 
under which carriers may not operate, 
thereby making it possible for Canadian 
operators to participate to a larger ex- 
tent in the growing charter business.— 
U. S. Embassy, Ottawa. 
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TRANSPORT NOTES 


Minin 


The Brazilian Aeronautical Fund may 
be granted a special credit in the 


amount of 540 million cruzeiros to pro- 
vide resources needed this year. 


The fund was created by Law No. 
3,000 of December 11, 1956, which was 
promuigated with the purpose of im- 
proving the services and safety of Bra- 
zilian carriers, constructing new air- 
ports and other complementary works, 
and extending and paving runways. 

The credit was authorized by a Bra- 
zilian draft bill which was covered by 
Presidential Message No. 70 to the Na- 
tional Congress, published in the Bra- 
zilian Diario Oficial of April 10.—U. 8S. 
Embassy, Rio de Janeiro. 





Trans-Canada Air Lines in 1956 show- 
ed a net income of $1,556,000, compared 
with $190,000 in 1955. 

Thus for the sixth successive year a 
surplus has been recorded. 


Total revenues advanced 18 percent 
over the preceding year, and passenger 
revenues, accounting for four-fifths- of 
the total, advanced by 22 percent. 

Capital expenditures for new equip- 

nt totaled over $11 million. —vU. S. 

mbassy, Ottawa. 





Jet transports now on order by 
American international and foreign-flag 
airlines reportedly will more than dou- 
ble ~- present international passenger 
travel, 

The new jet aircraft, which will cost 
US$1.25 billion, will bring revolutionary 
standards of speed and comfort and 
quiet, as well as faster international 
airmail service. The first of the planes 
will be delivered next year. 


Last year 10 million international 
passengers were carried by air. 





Air Liban and Middle East Airlines 
on April 24 signed agreements for ex- 
tensive cooperation. 


The agreement lays down a careful 

licy of general cooperation in every 

eld of activity, including a united front 
on all civil aviation matters, joint plan- 
ning for future operations, and pre- 
determined means of expansion. 

As soon as equipment permits Air 
Liban will institute a service to Paris, 
either direct or via Istanbul, and to the 
north German port of Hamburg or 
Berlin. Also as soon as Air Liban’s 
equipment position permits a pool will 
be established between the two carriers. 
—U. S. Embassy, Beirut. 

The Guatemalan Government-owned 
airline Aviateca initiated its Guatemala 


City-Miami service for passengers and 
cargo on April 26 utilizing DC-4 air- 
craft. The service is operated twice 
weekly, 

For its domestic service Aviateca is 
testing a C-82 aircraft as a possible 
means of transporting for oil-explora- 
tion companies the large equipment 
which its present two-engine planes 
cannot handle.—U. S. Embassy, Guate- 
mala. 

The Ecuadoran airline Transportes 
Aereos Orientales on April 10 extended 
its service from Cuenca to small settle- 
ments in the Oriente region of Ecuador. 


TAO plans to transport industrial 
machinery and household goods to the 
Oriente and on the haul back to Cuenca 
such tropical products as cacao, coffee, 
fruit, and pita fiber. 


A Junkers 52 aircraft is used for this 
service—U. S. Embassy, Quito. 





Transportes Aereos do India Portu- 
guesa was to establish weekly service 
connecting Goa with Bahrein, Kuwait, 
and Aden about the first of May, ac- 
cording to the Goa press. It reportedly 
proposes later to extend the service to 
Basra and Beirut. 


The line’s Vickers Viking airplanes 
will be replaced in the near future by 
equipment with greater power and 
carrying capacity—U. S. Embassy, 
Lisbon. 





Olympic Airways, S.A., Athens, Greece, 
has been admitted to active member- 
ship in the International Air Transport 
Association, IATA has announced. 


The company took over on April 6 
the domestic and international net- 
works operated by National Greek Air- 
line, which also was an active member 
of IATA. 





Estrada de Ferro Araraquara, a Sao 
Paulo State-operated railway, in April 
25 concluded the purchase of five diesel- 
electric locomotives at a cost of $193,000 
each. The purchase was financed by the 
Brazilian National Economic Develop- 
ment Bank, These engines are the first 
of a group of 17 diesel-electric locomo- 
tives recommended for the railway by 
the Joint Brazil-U, S. Economie Devel- 
opment Commission, according to the 
press. The remainder are to be pur- 
chased at a later date and also are to 
be financed by the National Economic 
Development Bank.—U. S. Consulate, 
Sao Paulo. 


Mr a 





Roads To Be Built 


On Panamian Borde: 


Exploration studies of the Darien 
between Panama and Colombia 
nearing completion. The Darien gy 
committee will submit to the 
Pan-American Highway Congress ty, 
possible routes. The northern route ¢& 
about 284 kilometers would cross 
Colombia-Panamanian border at Palo @ 
las Letras. The southern route woulj 
cross the border at El Cruce, a pag 
near El Real and Yaviza, and extenj 
through Silugandi to Chepo. 

Survey engineers maintain thats 
road can be built without too great 
difficulty at a cost roughly estimatej 
at $70 million to $100 million. 

Bids have been opened on construe. 
tion of the Concepcion-Costa Rica 
border project of the Inter-Amerieay 
Highway. This 17-kilometer section % 
one of the last impassable gaps between 
the United States and the Canal Zone 
Paving of the Anton-Penonome section 
was begun in February and should be 
completed by June. Rehabilitation of 
the Sona-Remedios section will assure 
the costal area access to the Inter. 
American Highway, which will pass t 
the north through Tole. 

The Highway Congress also will con 
sider recommendations of traffic & 

rts meeting in Panama on July 29 for 
acilitating passage of cars between 
countries and standardizing traffic reg- 
ulations and road signs. 

Manufacturers of heavy road cm» 
struction machinery have been invited 
to participate in an exposition to b 


held during the congress.—U. S. Em 
bassy, Panama. 


Oil Pipeline Planned 
For the Netherlands 


A 24- to 30-inch oil pipeline approxi 
mately 155 miles long to link the mouth 
of the Rhine River with the German 
Rhineland is planned by Royal Dutt 
Oil Co. 


The line, which probably will start ® 
the Rotterdam area and is to be calle 
the “Rotterdam pipeline,” is intended 
primarily for transport of petroleum t 
existing refineries and to others being 
constructed or in the planning stage i 
the Rhineland. One of the refineries # 
ey by the German Shell Group at 

orf, building to start at the end of 
the year at a cost of 265 million marks 
(1 German mark=approximately US 
$0.237). 

In addition to companies of the Royal 
Dutch Shell group, other interested 
parties in Germany and the Netherlands 
are expected to participate in the Rot 
terdam pipefine project—U. 8S, Cor 
sulate General, Rotterdam. 
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indians Plan To Ship 


‘(re By Port of Cochin 


The State Trading Corporation of 
India is planning to ship iron and 
manganese ore on an experimental basis 


the | om Mysore through the port of Cochin 


st an initial rate of 100,000 tons an- 
mally. The tonnage may be increased, 
nowever, to 500,000 tons within a year 
and eventually to 1 million tons. 


Shipment of Mysore ores through 
Cochin would serve a dual purpose. It 
would relieve the congestion in Madras 
port, which is aggravated by the slow- 
joading ore ships, and it would give 
additional work to under-utilized Coehin 
port and to Cochin port labor, 


The cost of shipping ore from Mysore 
by rail to Madras ranges from 13.50 
rupees to 16.25 rupees a ton depending 
on source of the ore, and the added cost 
of transporting it to Cochin would be 
405 rupees a ton (1 rupee=US$0.21). 
The extra expense would be com- 
pensated for, however, because port 
charges in Cochin are lower and the 
State Trading Corporation would be 
able to command better prices in Co- 
chin for ore going westward, as the 
buyer would have the benefit of lower 
ocean freight charges or charter fees. 


Movement of ore to Cochin would 
utilize rail cars which are now hauled 
to the port empty to bring back coal 
landed by sea for Mysore and Bangalore 
at the rate of about 200,000 tons a year. 
At the same time it would relieve the 
acute shortage of rail cars for cargoes 
moving to Madras from the interior. 
Eventually State Trading Corporation 
hopes to develop Bhatkal and Karwar 
in the North Kanara district of Mysore 
for export of ore. 


Use of both ports would require con- 
struction of port facilities and rail 
links, but both are feasible. Bhatkal is 
only about 30 miles from a meter-gage 
terminal at Sagara, and Karwar is 45 
miles from a terminal at Dandeli. Com- 
pletion of these meter-gage lines to the 
coast woud give the ports direct con- 
nection with the Mysore mining areas 
without the troublesome transhipment 
from meter-gage to broad-gage lines as 
required for Madras and Cochin.—U. S. 
Consulate General, Madras. 





Acts Oils, Ltd, subsidiary of the Ca- 
tamba Corporation of Calgary, has ap- 
plied to the British Columbian Govern- 
ment for the right to build an oil pipe- 
liné from new oilfields in the northeast- 
ern section of the Province to tidewater 
at Bella’Coola on the coast, a distance 
of about 400 miles. Bella Coola is about 
300 miles north of Vancouver.—U. 8. 
Embassy, Ottawa. 
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Trade Route 20 Declared Essential 


Route 20, which links U. S. ports on the Gulf of Mexico and east 
coast of South America ports, has been reaffirmed as an essential 
foreign trade route of the United States, the U. S. Maritime Administra- 


tion has announced. 


Requirements for U. S.-flag operation on the route have been 


determined to be approximately 4 to 5 
sailings a month, consisting under pres- 
ent conditions of between about 2 and 3 
sailings utilizing six and seven C2 or 
equivalent freight vessels and between 
about 1% and 2 sailings utilizing three 
C3 combination passenger-cargo vessels. 
C2-type freight ships are considered 
suitable for service to the full range of 
ports, and Cl-type freighters for in- 
terim operations. Replacement freight 
ships should. be superior in speed and 
have at least the cargo capacity of the 
present C2-type ships. 

The Maritime Administration has 
found that the C3 combination pas- 
senger-freight ships now in use are 
suitable for operation under present 
conditions and that before the ships 
are replaced passenger requirements 
should be reevaluated. If combination 
ships are determined to be economically 
feasible and necessary as replacements, 
two such ships with a service speed of 
not less than 20 knots that can main- 
tain sailings at approximately 3-week 
intervals and with substantially more 





Canadian Truckers 
Face Tax Increases 


The question of road users’ contri- 
butions to cost of Canadian highways 
came into sharp focus in the first 
quarter of the year. 

An immediate thorough study to de- 
termine the charges and taxes that 
should be levied against users and the 
proper apportionment of such levies 
among the various categories of users 
is recommended in a preliminary report 
of the Gordon Commission on Canadian 
Economic Prospects. The commission 
suggests that trucks in particular are 
paying less than their fair share of 
highway expenses. 

In apparent, if not actual, direct re- 
sponse to the commission’s report the 
Province of Ontario in February in- 
creased its tax on gasoline from 11 
cents to 13 cents a gallon and its tax 
on diesel fuel from 11 cents to 20 cents 
a gallon. Some observers feel that the 
82-percent increase for heavy truck 
fuel is expected to drive the marginal 
Ontario trucker out of business and 
seriously reduce the ability of even the 
large Ontario trucking concerns to 
compete with the railways. This action 
by Ontario is viewed by the industry 
as the forerunner of like increases in 
other Provinces.—U. S. Embassy, Ot- 
tawa. 





passenger accommodations and less cargo 
capacity than the present ships should 
provide sufficient express schedule serv- 
ice on the route. 

Area serving the U. S. and South 
American ports are experiencing exten- 
sive industrial growth and development. 
More than 1 million tons of cargo are 
transported annually in dry-cargo ships 
over trade route 20, of which more than 
two-thirds are carried by liners. U. S.- 
flag participation in-export and import 
liner traffic on the route amounted to 
more than 50 percent in 1955, 


Restoration of Port 
Hamburg Under Way 


Considerable progress has been made 
in rebuilding and improving Port Ham- 
burg’s facilities Goatreyad or damaged 
during the war. 

Four new transit sheds were put into 
service in 1956, adding about 45,000 
square meters of shed space and extend- 
ing the total shed area to 512,700 square 
meters. Two of the new sheds are 
heated fruit sheds with a 21,000-square 
meter area, which makes a total of 11 
heatable sheds in the port. Six new 
weather-proof mechanized facilities for 
handling cement, sugar, salt, and ferti- 
lizers are proving satisfactory in pre- 
venting delays because of rain, always 
an important factor in Hamburg. 

The increasing trade in bulk goods 
through the port has led authorities to 
plan adjustments in handling facilities. 
Work has begun on the building of four 
new tanker basins, three of which are 
to -be for berthing supertankers. The 
grabbing capacity of several transporter 
bridges has been increased by new gan- 
tries, and the erection of new bridges 
has started. 

The most noticeable shortages re- 
maining are transit sheds, free port 
warehouses, mooring berths for seagoing 
vessels, and cranes. 

Hamburg’s 1957-58 budget provides 
40 million marks for nonrecurring ex- 
penditures for the port (1 mark=US 
$0.238). This sum will be spent for de- 
velopment of a new industrial area, 
deeper approaches to the port, improved 
handling facilities for supervessels, more 
transit sheds and quay walls, and exten- 
sion of railway facilities for handling 
general cargo.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Hamburg. 
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7-Nation Committee Moves Ahead 
On Inter-American Travel Program 


Plans for the continued development of 


international travel 


throughout the Western Hemisphere moved forward vigorously when 
the seven-nation Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American 
Travel Congresses met at Pan American Union in Washington, D. C., 


May 10-15. 

The meeting was the third of the 
Committee series, but the first held 
since the sixth Inter-American Travel 
Congress in Costa Rica in April 1956 
(see Foreign Commerce Weekly, May 7, 
1956, p. 14). It brought to the opera- 
tional level many of the policy decisions 
made at the Costa Rican Congress. 

The Committee, composed of officials 
of seven countries — Argentina, Costa 
Rica, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Uruguay, 
and the United States—had complete 
representation at the meeting. Observ- 
ers were present from the Governments 
of Brazil and Chile, International Mone- 
tary Fund, Inter-American Statistical 
Institute, and Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau, together with numerous private 
organizations interested in the field of 
travel. 

Major accomplishments of the Com- 
mittee include the following: 


@ As a new attack upon the problem 
of obtaining more complete and accu- 
rate statistics on travel to and from 
Latin American countries, a plan of 
basic investigation developed by the 
Inter-American Statistical Institute at 
the request of the Committee was 
approved. 

Under this plan, the Institute would 
employ two statisticians for a period of 
several months to assemble and analyze 
the best existing data from the 21 
American republics, set up a minimum 
program for the compilation of uniform 
travel statistics in each country and 
prepare a report which could be acted 
upon at the seventh Inter-American 
Travel Congress next year. 

Funds for the project, estimated at 
$15,000, will be sought from govern- 
ments and private enterprise. Among 
the organizations specifically mentioned 
as potential participants in the project 
were the International Air Transport 
Association, Inter-American Federation 
of Automobile Clubs, International Road 
Federation, Inter-American Hotel Asso- 
ciation, American Merchant Marine In- 
stitute, and the American Society of 
Travel Agents. The president of the 
Executive Committee, Eduardo Dibos of 
Peru, and the executive secretary,. Dr. 
Francisco Hernandez of Pan American 
Union, were made responsible for the 
project’s organization. 

@ An invitation was accepted from 
International Union of Official Travel 
Organizations (IUOTO) to have the 
Inter-American Jravel Congresses act 
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as a regional commission of the world 
organization. 

The necessary formalities to establish 
an effective working relationship be- 
tween the two bodies will be undertaken 
promptly so that the Inter-American 
group can participate officially in the 
next annual meeting of IUOTO to be 
held in the United States in November 
1957. This action is similar to that taken 
by the Pacific Area Travel Association 
in February of this year, and insures 
close coordination between the world 
organization and these two important 
regional groups. 

@ Appreciative note was taken of a 
new report prepared by the secretariat 
itemizing the current requirements of 
American governments as to passports, 
visas, vaccination certificates, and other 
personal documentation for travelers. 

This report was a notable example of 
the extensive background material pre- 
pared for this Committee meeting. An 
interesting summary of the downward 
trend in “red-tape” formalities of many 
countries showed the efforts of some 
countries to facilitate the entry of tour- 
ists. As a striking example, requirements 
applicable to U.S. tourists were revealed 
to have changed as follows between 1948 
and 1957: Number of countries requiring 
passports and visas, from 10 to 3; ac- 
ceptance of passport without visa, from 
4 to 6; issuance of tourist or landing 
card by transportation companies or 
upon arrival, from 6 to 8; requirements 
of police certificate, from 11 to 3. 

@ The Committee again urged ratifi- 
cation by all countries of the 1954 
United Nations conventions on simplified 
customs formalities for tourists’ per- 
sonal effects and tourists’ automobiles. 
Documentation provided for the meet- 
ing included a useful summary of the 
current customs requirements in Latin 
American countries, and a report show- 
ing that the 1954 UN conventions had 
been ratified thus far only by the 
United States, among the countries of 
the Western Hemisphere. 

@ Numerous tasks were assigned to 
the secretariat in preparation for the 
next Travel Congress. Among these 
were studies on currency restrictions 
imposed upon travelers in certain coun- 
tries, direct taxes which militate against 
travel, hotel development, supplementa- 
ry lodging facilities, and collective ad- 
vertising programs. 

® Satisfaction was expressed at the 

(Continued on page 21) 


Indian Travel Agents 
Hold 6th Convention 


The sixth annual meeting of “the 
Travel Agents Association of India, helg 
at Jaipur on March 14-16, covered pra}. 


lems of the Indian tourist industry ang 
recommended to the Government that 
a high priority be given to proy 
better facilities for tourists with a view 
to increasing India’s foreign exchange 
earnings. 

The convention was attended by 
representatives of local travel agencies, 
observers from Indian airlines anj 
shipping companies, certain  trave 
agents from West European countries 
who were in India at the Government's 
invitation, and officials of the four 
Ministries that are primarily concerned 
with tourism in India—Ministries. of 
Transport, Finance, Railways, and Com. 
munication. 


As a result of discussions at the 
Jaipur meeting, the following principal 
recommendations were made to the 
Government: 


@ India should set aside some for. 
eign exchange allocation to promote 
two-way travel, adhering to its cu. 
rency exchange restrictions, for Indian 
tourists proceeding abroad. 

@ Relax the present tight liquor pre 
hibition, which acts as a deterrent and 
discouragement to European tourists, 

@ Introduction of an oriental look— 
Indian music and food—in Indian hotels 
catering to European tourists. 

@ Provide for cheaper internal air 
travel. 

The Indian Ministry of Transport is 
contemplating the organization of a 
similar meeting of travel agents from 
the United States later this year to 
encourage more American tourists t 
visit India.—U. S. Embassy, New Delhi 





Telephone Facilities in 
Hong Kong Increase Sharply 


The Hong Kong Telephone Co., Lt@ 
at the end of 1956 had 63,500 tele 
phones, 45,000 of which were on direct 
lines and 18,500 on extensions. The 1956 
total represents an increase of 680 
over the 1955 total and 14,000 over 
1954, 

Plans for 1957 expansion include & 
new western exchange for Victoria, 
providing 12,000 direct lines initially; 
2,600 additional lines for the exchange 
at Cameron Road, Kowloon; and 20 
additional lines for the Quarry Bay e% 
change. With the current rate of & 
pansion, the Hongkong Telephone © 
still expects a 2-year backlog of appl 
cations for telephone service at the end 
of the year.—U. S. Consulate General, 
Hong Kong. 
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Tourism in Israel Off 
By About || Percent 


The number of tourists visiting Israel 
in 1956 fell by about 11 percent from 
the ing year and totaled 42,567, 
including 12,659 from the United States, 

48,212 tourists visited the 
country in 1955, of which 18,332 of 
these were Americans. 


Improvements in tourist facilities and 
services, together with expanded ac- 
tivities of the Government Tourist Cor- 

tion and travel offices, apparently 
were responsible for an increase in the 
average expenditure per tourist, which 
rose to over $150 in 1956, from about 
$135 in 1955. Total revenue from this 
source reached $12 million, according 
to the Tourist Corporation, including 
ticket sales by Israel air carriers and 
ships, as compared with about $13 mil- 
lion in 1955. 

The past year’s tourist trade result- 
ed in serious difficulties for the local 
hotel trade, although some major hotels 
managed to cover expenses until Sep- 
tember. Financial losses increased, 
however, after the Sinai campaign, and 
two large hotels were forced to close. 


The Government Tourist Corporation 
meanwhile continues to step-up its 
tourist promotion program and, follow- 
ing the lifting of the American travel 
ban, is optimistic about attracting the 
100,000 tourists set as a target for 1960. 
It also hopes to bring 60,000 tourists to 
Israel in 1958 in connection with a 
planned celebration for the State’s 10th 
anniversary and to concentrate more 
on the tourist movement from several 
European countries——U. S. Embassy, 
Tel Aviv. 


7-Nation Executive ... 
(Continued from page 20) 

recent establishment of a committee of 
experts by the Pan American Sanitary 
Bureau to prepare a manual on mini- 
mum standards of sanitation for hotels 
and restaurants. A similar expression of 
appreciation was given to the recent 
successful inauguration of a prize essay 
contest on the subject of Freedom of 
International Travel, funds for which 
have been provided by four leading 
U. S. associations. 

® A formal invitation was accepted 
from the Uruguayan Government to 
hold the seventh Inter-American Travel 
Congress at Montevideo during the first 
two weeks of March 1958. The Commit- 
tee also decided to hold its next meeting 
in Havana, Cuba, probably in the early 
fall of this year. The four technical 
commissions of the Congresses were re- 
quested to hold their next meetings 
before the end of 1957, using decisions 
of the Executive Committee as the basis 
for their work. 

A special feature of the meeting was 
an industry roundtable session, at which 
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officials of many leading U. 8. associa- 
tions and enterprises participated. These 
industry spokesmen emphasized the 
growing importance of travel in the 
modern economy, from the point of view 
of air and steamship lines, automobile 
clubs, highway interests, travel agents, 
mapmaking enteprises, travel-promotion 
organizations, and others. A special re- 
port will be issued subsequently by the 
secretariat containing the many inter- 
esting papers presented to this special 
session. 





Calcutta Completes 
‘Phone Automation 


Calcutta has completed automation’ 
of its telephone system with the in- 
auguration of three new automatic ex- 
changes, bringing total exchange ca- 
pacity to 47,800 by the addition of 9,200 
direct exchange lines. 


One exchange in the improved sys- 
tem, provided to serve the Kalighat 
area, has not yet opened but connec- 
tions with neighboring automatic ex- 
changes have given dial service to the 
area. 


Important areas, such as Dum Dum 
and Howrah, that have frequent com- 
munication with Calcutta have not yet 
been brought into the system. Comple- 
tion of automatic exchanges in these 
areas, as well as Kalighat, Silpur, and 
Salkia, is expected to add 7,200 lines to 
the system in 1957. 


Calcutta planned in 1947 for 80,000 
telephones by 1975 but, because of 
heavy telephone demands, the goal 
may be reached by 1960 by adding 
55,000 lines in 1957 and, if funds are 
available, 25,000 more by 1960. 

As the telephone system expands, 
however, the number of applicants for 
telephones increases. In October 1956, 
applicants “totaled 21,000, 11,000 of 
whom filed applications because of the 
anticipated automation. Some appli- 
cants have been on the list for 10 years. 
—U. S. Consulate, Calcutta. 





Azores Plans Expansion of 
Interisland Communications 


The program to improve interisland 
communications in the Azores includes 
installation of VHF radiotelephone sta- 
tions connecting the Island’s_ three 
cities, Ponta Delgada, Angra do Hero- 
ismo, Horta, and the major towns of 
the islands, the most important im- 
provement of the plan. 

The Government also plans to replace 
manually operated telephones in the 
three cities and in the town of Praira 
da Victoria on Terceira Island with au- 
tomatic types. Materials furnished by 
British manufacturers for construction 
of these exchanges is valued at about 
$181,800 in U. S. currency. 


TRAVEL AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Gas Rationing in France 
Affects Tourist Trade 


The pattern of tourism in France was 
altered substantially as a result of gaso- 
line rationing. 


Resorts and facilities normally reached 
by transportation other than automobile 
suffered little and may even have bene- 
fited some from rationing. Winter sports 
resorts, for example, reported an excep- 
tionally good season despite abnormally 
warm weather in February. On the other 
hand, highway and small town hotels 
and restaurants have been affected seri- 
ously by the decline in provincial auto- 
mobile circulation, 

Although the Direction Generale du 
Tourisme has predicted that the 1957 
final results will show a 10 percent 
increase over the past year in North 
American tourists visiting France, a 
leading travel agency states that the 
volume of business it has handled in the 
first 3 months of this year has been 
appreciably less than in the correspond- 
ing period of 1956. It expects the num- / 
ber of tourists coming in the summer 
and fall to be about the same as last 
year. 


The Government adopted several 
measures to support touristic foreign 
currency earnings and to alleviate the 
serious impact of the petroleum short- 
age on certain sectors of the tourist 
industry. Special gasoline allocations 
for foreign tourists were authorized 
soon after rationing was imposed. 

A decree of March 15 provides for a 
reduction of 15 percent in hotel bills 
paid in certain foreign currencies by 
nonresident foreign tourists staying in 
selected—classes 2A, 3, and 4—interna- 
tional tourist hotels. The hotels will be 
reimbursed through an equivalent reduc- 
tion in their taxes and social charges. 
The discount will not be granted on 
bills presented during the months of 
July and August. 

Since this condition merely gives offi- 
cial recognition to practices of off-season 
adjustments that are already in effect 
generally, it will not alter the existing 
basic rate structure to any important 
extent. By taking advantage, however, 
of regular off-season rates and the dis- 
count offered for payment of hotel bills 
in foreign currencies, a foreigner visit- 
ing France in the off-season will be able 
to obtain accommodations at rates ap- 
proximately 30 percent less than the 
July-August rates.—U. S. Embassy, 
Paris. 





Greek tobacco exports for the 12 
months, ending June 30, 1957, are re- 
portedly forecast at about 140 million 
pounds—an ~- alltime high—compared 
with 113.5 million in fiscal 1955-56, ac- 
cording to the Foreign Agriculture 
Service. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION 








SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its World Trade Informa- 
tion Service. 

WTIS reports, presented in an im- 
proved format and printed in easy-to- 
read type, are arranged in four con- 
venient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
$8.50 if mailed abroad); Part 2, Opera- 
tions Reports ($6 a year; $8.50 if mailed 
abroad); Part 3, Statistical Reports ($6 
a year; $7.50 if mailed abroad); Part 
4, Utilities Abroad ($3 a year, $4 if 
mailed abroad). 

Subscriptions for the World Trade In- 
formation Service may be placed with 
U. S. Department of Commerce Field 
Offices or with the Superintendent of 
Documents, U. S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, D. C. Remit- 
tances payable to the Superintendent 
of Documents should accompany sub- 
scriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also may 
be purchased from the Department’s 
Field Offices or the Superintendent of 
Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 

Economic Reports 

Establishing a Business in Italy. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-35. 16 pp. 10 
cents. 

Economic Developments in Chile, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-39. 8 pp. 10 
cents. 

Economic Developments in Mexico, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-41. 12 pp. 
10 cents, 

Economic Developments in Brazil, 
1956. WTIS, Part 1, No. 57-49. 12 pp. 
10 cents, 





Operations Reports 

Import Tariff System of Mexico. 
WTIS, Part 2, No, 57-42. 2 pp. 10 cents. 

Preparing Shipments to _ Bolivia. 
WTIS, Part 2, No, 57-43. 8 pp. 10 cents. 

Licensing and Exchange Controls, 
India. WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-45. 4 pp. 
20 cents. 

Patent and Trademark Regulations of 
Spain. WTIS, Part 2, No. 57-46. 4 pp. 
10 cents, 


Statistical Reports 

World Trade Review as of April 1957. 
WTIS, Part 3, No. 57-12. 12 pp. 20 cents. 
Utilities Abroad 


Transcontinental Railways of Latin 
America. WTIS, Part 4, No. 57-5. 8 pp. 
20 cents, 
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"“” Books 
— Reports 


Foreign Trade Information on Instru- 
mentation in France. Washington, 
D. C. April 1957. 11 pp. 10 cents. 


The French market for U. S. scientific, 
laboratory, industrial, and process 
instruments and equipment increased 
from $5.6 million in 1953 to $7.6 million 
in 1956, according to this new bulletin 
prepared by the Business and Defense 
Services Administration. Although these 
sales amount {o less than 5 percent of 
total U. S. instrument exports, future 
prospects for further increases are 
favorable. 

The United States supplies approxi- 
mately 30 percent of the French demand 
for scientific and industrial instruments. 
The French industrial economy is ex- 
panding rapidly, and continuing demands 
for modern instrumentation equipment 
present an especially favorable market 
for industrial and process instruments 
and equipment, the report states, 

The potential absorption of U. S. 
instrument products cannot be judged 
at the present rate of imports, which 
is strongly influenced by dollar import 
restrictions. 

France recently allocated dollar ex- 





investment in 





a BFC handbook 
for U. S. businessmen 


75 cents 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 


Washington 25, D. C. 











es 


change for import from the Uniteg 
States of commodities considered 
sential to the French economy, includ 
ing the following: Scientific instrumeny 
and equipment; testing machinery. 
regulating and controlling apparaty 
and instruments; weighing apparatis 
and instruments; measuring inst. 
ments; and electric and radio-electri 
measuring apparatus. 

Statistics are given covering Franeey 
instrument imports by major suppliey 
and exports by major markets, 1953-4 
and U. S. instrumentation exports t 
France, 1953-56, and imports from 
France, 1955-56. 


The Anglo-American Year Book, 195}, 
Published by the American Chamber 
of Commerce in London, 7 York 
Bldgs., Adelphi, London, WC 2, 5% 
pp. $4.10 postfree. 


A commercial directory of busines 
firms engaged in  British-Americay 
trade, a classified trade list of member, 
of the American Chamber of Commerce 
in London and other firms, as well a 
the names and addresses of U. S. cite 
zens and their families residing in Great 
Britain are contained in this 45th ed. 
tion. 

In addition, the handbook gives legal 
and commercial information useful to 
Anglo-American businessmen, and de 
tails on Anglo-American organizations, 
clubs, and societies. Sections on U, § 
private investment in British industry 
and the formation of American affiliated 
corporations by British firms also are 
included together with other informs- 
tion of interest to British-American 
traders. j 


Direction of International Trade. A 
United Nations publication. New 
York. Columbia University Pres, 
May 1957. 88 pp. 50 cents, 


Trade-by-country statistics for mon 
than 60 countries are given in this 
latest issue of a monthly report pre 
pared jointly by the Statistical Office 
of the United Nations, the International 
Monetary Fund, and the Internationa 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop 
ment. 

A table for each country reporting 
shows the value in U. S. dollars of th 
country’s exports to and imports from 
its trading partners for the latest 
period available—generally January 
December 1956. Corresponding data 
for the like period of the preceding yeat 
are included for comparison. 


Commodity Trade Statistics, January- 
September 1956. A United Nation 
publication. New York. Columbis 
University Press, April 1957. 557 pp 
$1. 


Quarterly figures on world commodity 
trade by countries of origin and destine 
tion, classified according to the Stané 

(Continued on page 26) 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





pliance Industry 
Phil U. S. Show 


The 25th Anniversary Convention and 

t of the Institute of Appliance 
Manufacturers is scheduled for June 
95 at the Netherland Hilton ‘Hotel, 


Gneinnati, Ohio, 

This exhibit reportedly will present 
exhibitors representing suppliers of 
gmponents and materials and the proc- 
esses used in the manufacture of in- 
dustrial and home appliances. Products 
and services on display will include 
dectrical components, motors and spe- 
dalties; burners, valves, lighters, tubing, 
and fittings; glass and glass products; 
finishes and industrial coatings; hard- 
ware and trim; insulation; metal and 
metal specialties; thermostats and con- 
trols, timers, and clocks; and equip- 
ment and services. 

Discussions at the convention sessions 
wil include topics, such as upgrading 
the gas heating industry; progress in 
home appliances—1932-1957; training 
men for service and sales; future of the 
ol space heater; building replacement 
siles; merchandising appliances instead 
of price; stainless steel as a coordinator 
in kitchen design; and the color enigma. 

Further details concerning the 25th 
Annual Convention-Exhibit may be ob- 
tained from Mr. Samuel Dunckel, Man- 
aging Director, Institute of Appliance 
Manufacturers, Shoreham Hotel, Wash- 
ington 8, D. C. 





World Building Exposition 
To Take Place in Paris 


The International Public Works and 
Building Exposition will be staged 3 
Pare de St. Cloud, Paris, June - 
July 7. 


The exhibition will serve as a meet- 
ing place and display center for persons 
and firms concerned with construction, 
housing and public works development. 

inum, wood, roofing materials, 
steel fabrications, insulations, masonry, 
plumbing, heating, and sanitary appli- 
ances, electrical equipment, and con- 
struction and public works machinery 
and equipment will be among the ma- 
terlals and products displayed. It is 
expected that exhibitors from 13 na- 
tions, including the United States, will 
participate. 

Further details may be obtained from 
the Commissariat Generale du Salon, 
Salon International des Travaux Pub- 
lics et du Batiment, 112 rue de Charen- 
ton, Paris 12, France. 





Sugar ground in Cuba from the 1957 
harvest totaled 5.9 million short tons 
April 15, 1957, the Foreign 
Agricultural Service reports. 
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American Coin-Operated Machines Center of 
Interest at Vienna International Trade Fair 


Coin-operated machines, particularly jukeboxes, were the outstand- ; 
ing feature of the American commercial exhibitor participation at the 
Vienna International Trade Fair staged March 10-17, the U. S. Embassy 


at Vienna reports. 


Although other American coin-operated: equipment was well repre- 


sented and popular, the jukebox dis- 
plays, attended by alert salesmen and 
exhibited with full auditory advantage 
—playing various types of popular 
American music—were centers of visitor 
interest throughout the fair. The juke- 
box may become as popular in Austria 
as the Italian expresso machines which 
swept the country several years ago, 
and the Austrian representatives of 
American boxes appear to be alert to 
this possibility and are determined to 
keep well ahead of their competitors. 

Representation of U. 8. firms at the 
Vienna fair increased fo 115, as com- 
ared with 80 in the past year, al- 
hought total foreign participation 
dropped appreciably. West German 
representation decreased by 200 firms 
and British representation, by 41 par- 
ticipants. These changes are attrib- 
uted to a loss of interest by some for- 
eign firms which have had long estab- 
lished trading connections with Aus- 
tria, while others, such as VU. S. firms, 
are in the process of entering or ex- 
panding their efforts in the Austrian 
market and are employing the Vienna 
fair to further their objectives. 

Other American goods exhibited in- 
cluded office equipment, toy model kits, 
plastics and chemical products, cash 
registers, building and agricultural ma- 
chinery and equipment, automotive 
parts and accessories, perfumes and 
cosmetics, textiles and fabrics, machine 
tools, and woodworking machinery 
boat motors and accessories, optical 
goods, kitchen and home appliances, 


and, apparently for the first time, the 
popular %-inch electric hand drill. 
The Netherlands presented the only 


(Continued on page 24) 








Frankfurt Fair Draws 
Greater Attendance 


The Frankfurt International Trade 
Fair, held at the Frankfurt Municipal 
Fairgrounds, March 10-14, attracted a 
total of 298,000 visitors, a 10 percent 
increase in attendance over the 1956 
spring fair, 

About 30,000 of the total were visi- 
tors from virtually every country of 
the world. The largest number of buy- 
ers was from the United States, 

Of the 3,362 exhibitors participating 
in the fair, 1,257 displayed non-German 
products representing 32 different coun- 
tries. The United States was repre- 
sented by 10 exhibits, compared with 
24 the year before, Exhibits were 
housed in 15 permanent exhibition halls, 


2 temporary structures, and 11 na- 
tional pavilions, comprising a total dis- 
play space of about 85,000 square 
meters. Most displays gave emphasis to 
high-quality merchandise, 

The*volume of sales in the consumer 
goods sections was much higher than 
in 1956, both for domestic consumption 
and for export. Some furniture exhibi- 
tors, however, expressed disappointment 
in furniture sales which were down as 
a result of high retail inventories in 
the domestic market. 


Collective and national exhibits were 
presented by Austria, Belgium, France, 
Greece, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Libya, 
Mexico, Morocco, Netherlands, Spain, 
Switzerland, and Yugoslavia. A UV. S. 
Trade Mission participated in the fair, 
staffing a Trade Information Center 
which was visited by some 25,000 per- 
sons. The mission reports 315 consul- 
tations with individual foreign and 
American businessmen and approxi- 
mately 950 requests for trade informa- 
tion. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
Frankfurt International Trade Fair are 
available on loan from the Trade De- 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


The next Frankfurt International 
Trade Fair will be held September 1-5, 
1957. 
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World Trade... 


(Continued from page 14) 

New York 17, N.Y. Itinerary: Chicago, 
Detroit, New York, and other cities. 
italy 

Remo Botrini, representative of 
Italian Straw and Raffia Industries of 
Italy, is interested in making arrange- 
ments for exporting to the United 
States straw and raffia products, in- 
cluding bags, gloves, hats, and shoes. 
Was scheduled to arrive May 15 for a 
visit until June 14. U.S. address: c/o 
Italian Embassy, Office of the Com- 
mercial Counselor, 2401 15th St. NW., 
Washington 9, D.C. Home address: 
Remo Botrini, Manager, Federazione 
Italiana degli Industriali del Cappello, 
Via Torino 2, Milan, Italy. Itinerary: 
Los Angeles, San Francisco, New Or- 
leans, Miami, and New York. 


Loris Tombolini, representative of 
Italian Perfume and Cosmetic Indus- 
tries, is interested in seeking markets 
for perfumes and cosmetics. Was sched- 
uled to arrive May 16 for a visit until 
June 25. U.S. address: c/o Italian Em- 
bassy, Office of the Commercial Counse- 
lor, 2401 15th St. NW., Washington 9, 
D.C. Home address: Loris Tombolini, 
Manager, Export Department, A. Ber- 
telli & Co., Via Maiocchi 6, Milan, 
Italy. Itinerary: Miami, Chicago, Los 
Angeles, New York, Philadelphia, Bos- 
ton, New Orleans, and Dallas. 


Japan ; 

Yoshikazu Fujimura, president, Jupi- 
tor Corp., Shosei Bldg., No. 16 Shin- 
bashi 1-chome, Shiba, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 
is interested in export and import of 
textiles, steel goods, airplane parts, 
electronics, etc. Was scheduled to arrive 
May 6 via Los Angeles for a 2-months 
visit. U.S. address: c/o Capt. P. V. H. 
Weems, Randall House, Annapolis, Md. 
Itinerary: Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Chicago, New York, Washington, Dal- 
las, and Houston. 


Netherlands 


Dr. Frans J. Franken, representing 
N. V. Franken Donders United Aniline 
Works, 28 Spoorlaan, Tilburg, is inter- 
ested in technical information on the 
manufacture of pharmaceuticals. Sched- 
uled to arrive June 5 via New York for 
about a 2-months visit. U.S. address: 
c/o Ernest Bick & Co., 12th and Bern 
St., Reading, Pa. Itinerary: New York, 
Chicago, Detroit, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, New Orleans, Salt Lake City, 
Philadelphia, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, and 
Reno. 


Tanganyika 

Husein Jiwan Hirjee, representing 
Jiwan Hirjee & Sons, Ltd. P.O. Box 
321, Dar es Salaam, is interested in 
obtaining technical information regard- 
ing bottling plants and textiles, and 
wishes to meet bottlers and textile 
maunfacturers. Scheduled to arrive 
about May 27 via New York for a 45- 
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day visit. U.S. address: c/o Getz Broth- 
ers, Textile Division, 320 Broadway, 
New York, N.Y. Itinerary: New York, 
Washington, Chicago, and Los Angeles. 





Germany Faces... 
(Continued from page 5) 


final shape of tariff cuts is reported to 
be causing some deferment of import 
arrangements by German traders. 

The Ministry for Economics worked 
on further import liberalization through- 
out April and, on May 3, published a 
new liberalization list to include all 
previous lists for West European and 
other nondollar areas, excluding Soviet 
bloc countries. The list represents an 
overall increase in liberalization both 
as to numbers of items and countries 
affected. However, the effect of this 
measure may be limited, as most of the 
items added to the list were previously 
being imported freely under license. A 
new dollar liberalization list, which is 
expected to be issued in the near future, 
should reinforce the impact of the meas- 
ure on the German import trade.—vU. S. 
Embassy, Bonn, 





Nicaraguan Economy... 
(Continued from page 4) 


amounted to 318.2 million cordobas, 
68.6 percent of which was of internal 
origin, compared with 319.5 last year. 
The circulating medium increased ap- 
proximately 26.9 million cordobas, com- 
pared with a 24.8-million increase in 
the like quarter of 1955. 
Living Costs Down 


The new cost-of-living index for Ma- 
nagua released in March showed a 
steady decrease in prices for the past 
21 months. The index used 1956 as the 
base year, and was down to 96.2 on 
March 31. 

The country’s social security program 
was inaugurated in the quarter with a 
limited enrollment of approximately 
9000 employees of the Government and 
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PHILIPPINES 


conditions and outlook 
for United States investors 


. « « A handbook of basie back- 
ground information prepared by 
the Bureau of Foreign Commerce. 


$1 


From U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices, or from the 
Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 











—, 


of banks in the Managua area, Em. 
ployees’ payments began in Fe 

and simultaneously the Government, ag 
an employer, made its first contributiy 
amounting to approximately 30,000 cop. 
dobas, representing the employer's 
quota of 8 percent of employees’ wages 
plus the States’ quota of 4 percent, S> 
cial security benefits became available 
March 11. 

Lineas Aereas de Managua (LAN. 
ICA), Nicaragua’s national air 
was given a 3-year permit in March by 
the U. S. Civil Aeronautics Board tp 
institute passenger and freight servicg 
between Managua and Miami. LANICA 
has been operating cargo service over 
this route for some time. Inauguration 
of passenger service will depend upon 
the acquisition of suitable equipment, 
negotiations for which are underway, 
—WU. S. Embassy, Managua. 





American Coin-Operated ... 
(Continued from page 23) 

national collective exhibit, a simple yet 
extremely well designed and effective 
display of cheese products, flowers, 
liqueurs, and other items. The main 
attraction of the fair was the inter. 
national two-wheeled vehicle and auto. 
motive accessories show, in which some 
90 Austrian and foreign firms partic- 
pated with various Jines of motorcycles, 
motor scooters, and bicycles, 

In the radio and television exhibit, 
high-fidelity equipment attracted the 
most attention. All-transistor portable 
radios were exhibited by several man- 
ufacturers, and although television sets 
were displayed at prices moderately 
lower than previously charged, Austrian 
consumers seemed convinced that de 
mestic sets were too high in price. 

Attendance reportedly was goo 
throughout the term of the fair with 
the total of 600,000 equal to or sur 
passing previous statistics. Some com 
plaints were expressed in the press 
concerning the decrease in foreign buy- 
er attendance at the fair, but the man 
agement noted numerous arrivals of 
buyer visitors during the second half 
of the week following the close of the 
Frankfurt International Trade Fait, 
and reported ultimately business vis 
itors from 61 foreign countries. 

A number of American buyers inter 
viewed considered it a good fair and 
well worth their visit. One group in- 
terested in toys and small sports equip 
ment reported placing a number of 
fairly substantial orders, and another 
expressed satisfaction in finding ma- 
chinery and handtools of excellent 
quality and competitive with German 
lines. 

Copies of the official catalog of the 
Vienna International Trade Fair are 
available on loan from the Trade De 
velopment Division, Bureau of Foreigi 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 

The next Vienna International Trade 
Fair will be held September 8-15, 1957. 
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Plans for Two New Iragi 
Plants Under Study 


The Iraq Development Board 
has authorized its third technical 
section, industry and mining, to 
study plans for construction of 
a caustic soda plant, which will 
also produce chlorine gas and a 
plastics plant to use some 200,000 
cubic meters of natural gas a day. 
Both the proposed caustic soda 
t and the plastics plant were 
recommended in a report covering 
an industrial survey of Iraq made 
under a joint Development Board 
and U. S. technical assistance con- 
tract—U. S. Embassy, Baghdad. 











U. $. Refrigerators 


Choice of Iranians 


About 90 percent of the refrigerators 
sid in Iran are imported from the 
United States. Each year 5,000 or more 
are sold. 

U. S. refrigerators cost slightly less 
and require less electricity than those 
from Germany and Britain, an impor- 
tant factor in a country where electric- 
ity rates are high. Locks, not generally 
provided on American refrigerators, are 
in demand. Experience, however, showed 
that servants and children would force 
the refrigerator doors open, and a 
booming business on door repairs re- 
sulted for a while. 

The wealthier class of people have 
purchased refrigerators, and others are 
becoming interested. Devaluation of the 
currency, which brought about a higher 
customs duty—though the percentage, 
%, remains the same—and increased 
freight and insurance charges, as a 
result of the Suez crisis, have made 
refrigerators more expensive. Dealers 
have thus found it necessary to arrange 
time payments, which are usually for 
an 8 to 10 month period. 

In addition, the Bank Melli and some 
Government departments have shown 
some interest in purchasing refriger- 
ators for resale on easy terms to their 
employees, This possibility would seem 
to indicate a growing demand for the 
product. 


Housing Planned for Salvador 


The Urban Housing Institute (IVU) 
in El Salvador, has announced that it 
would spend $1,255,000 this year on a 
Program of low-cost dwelling construc- 
tion calling for 53 structures, among 
them 136 apartment units. 

IVU also announced that it would 


to @ report from the U. 8S. Embassy ! 
San Salvador. 
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build its own brick factory, oy | 


French Production of Oil, Natural 
Gas Shows Significant Expansion 


The French oil and natural gas industries achieved notable gains 


in 1956. 


Oil production in Metropolitan France reached 1,261,602 metric 
tons, a 44 percent increase over the 1955 level of 875,661 tons. A. 


similar trend characterized natural 
million cubic meters, compared with 
256 million cubic meters in 1955, up 
29 percent. 


Oil production at Parentis, the one 
important oilfield in France, accounted 
for about 80 percent of all the crude 
oil produced in Metropolitan France. 
Because of the Suez crisis, output was 
raised and by the end of the year 
22 producing wells were in operation. 
Production now exceeds 26,000 barrels 
a day. Domestic crude oil, however, 
still represented only 7 percent of re- 
quirements for Metropolitan France. 
New drillings in this field showed prom- 
ising discoveries, but oilfields in the 
Bordeaux Basin proved disappointing 
and the Laoq shallow oilfield was fully 
drilled up and continued to decline. 


French refineries operated at an 
average of 85 percent of capacity in 
1956. Capacity now has reached 31.5 
million metric tons a year or about 
630,000 barrels a day and is expected to 
reach 33,385,000 metric tons by the 
end of 1957, equivalent to about 668,000 
barrels a day. 


Crude Oil Up 7 Percent 


Crude oil runs for the whole of the 
past year increased 7 percent over 1955 
to 26,853,814 metric tons, Products 
obtained by refining increased 8 per- 
cent to 24,985,702 metric tons. At the 
end of 1956, refineries took measures 
to increase the fuel-oil yield for indus- 
try. Gasoline was rationed by Govern- 
ment decree as was automotive gas- 
diesel oil. Several more months of 
rationing will be necessary after the 
crude oil supply returns to normal in 
order to build up stocks. Production 
of high octane motor fuel for the 
civilian economy was suspended for the 
duration of the crisis and catalytic 
cracking units at refineries partially or 
completely closed down. 


Crude-oil imports totaled 25,090,000 
metrie tons in 1956 and finished petro- 
leum products imports rose to 1,286,177 
metric tons) an increase of 36 percent 
over the preceding year. The Middle 
East supplied over 91 percent of the 
crude imports, the United States 18 
percent, South America 6 percent, and 
U.S.S.R. 0.7 percent. Finished products 
imported from Eastern Europe 
amounted to 30 percent of the 1956 
total. 


Nearly all aviation gasoline continued 
to be important from the United States 


gas production which totaled 330 





and Venezuela. Specialty lubricants 
were still being imported from the 
United States although in a diminishing 
volume. The United States also sup- 
plied the greater part of France’s petro- 
leum coke requirements and micro- 
crystalline waxes. Total crude oil and 
petroleum products imports were valued 
at $613 million, an increase of $54 mil- 
lion over 1955. 


Exports of Products Down 

Petroleum products exports dropped 
to 5,682,100 metric tons, against 6,091,- 
400 tons ig 1955. French colonies ab- 
sorbed 45 percent of all exports and 
foreign shipbunkers absorbed an ad- 
ditional 11.9 percent. Normal con- 
tracted exports and crude processing 
agreements for foreign oil companies 
accounted for. the balance. 

Consumption of petroleum products 
by the civilian economy of France in- 
creased 12 percent in 1956—19,638,345 
metric tons. The increase would have 
been greater if the three principal 
petroleum products had not been ra- 
tioned in the last 2 months of the year. - 
Thus, for the 12-month period ending 
October 31, 1956, gasoline consumption 
had increased 8.8 percent, oil 6.1 
percent, and ali fuel oils percent 
over the previous 12 months. 

Oil production of the French Union 
this year is expected to approach 2 
million metric tons—40,000 barrels a 
day—which would represent about 8 

reent of erude oil requirements of 

ench refineries. The remaining 92 
percent must be imported from the 
Middle East and the Western Hemi- 
sphere. Reopening of the Suez Canal 
and the pipelines will mean a nearly 
total shift back to the Middle East as 
the main supplier of crude oil. Crude 
oil and petroleum imports from the 
United States and Venezuela will taper 
off gradually. 


Saint-Marcet Output Up 
Production of France’s only active 
natural gas exploitation at Saint-Marcet 
was increased substantially in 1956. 
Production of combustible gas distrib- 
uted for domestic and industrial uses 
was 330 million cubic meters, a 29 per- 
cent increase over the past year. Use 
of this gas as a base for refined prod- 
ucts increased 13 percent. At present 
rate of production, the known reserves 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Japanese Camera Goods Output Up 


Japan’s production of photographic products, including still cam- 
eras, projectors, and sensitized goods, increased substantially in 1956, 
Business and Defense Services Administration, U. S. Department of 


Commerce, reports. 


Still-camera production totaled 1,306,600, compared with 1,071,600 


in 1955, an increase of 21.9 percent. 
Still projectors increased from 13,200 
in 1955 to 20,200 in 1956. Movie pro- 
jectors increased from 2,400 to 3,700. 
Sensitized photographie film produc- 
tion totaled 8,406,706 square meters. 
This amount compares with 8,005,668 
square meters for 1955 and 6,013,200 
square meters for 1954, increases of 5 
percent and 39.8 percent, respectively. 
Sensitized ptotographic paper pro- 
duction, which declined in 1955, made 
a remarkable recovery and established 
a new alltime high. Total production in 





1956 amounted to 14,860,808 square 
meters, up 28.4 percent. 

Japan's production of photographic 
plates, down since 1952, recovered 
somewhat in 1956 and reached a total 
of 553,950 square meters, compared 
with 492,816 square meters a year 
earlier. 

Production of still picture cameras, 
projectors, and sensitized products in 
1955 and 1956 is shown in the accom- 
panying table. 


Japanese Production of Photographic Cameras, 
Projectors, and Sensitized Materials 


1955 1956 
ae tnbelinudgnacad number . . 1,071,600 1,306,600 
ON ES, ae Se ar ee ae elles 2,400 3,700 
eT Di Se do icilanalioia 13,200 20,200 
gt a a RS ie SORE RE eS square MOTELS .o...ccccseccevee 1,623,744 1,701,663 
en ee ee Se ee aan Seer oa do. . . 3,449,004 3,794,451 
a SEN RE a aR yp! ; . 2,982,920 2,910,592 
Photographic paper ............ , . do. ; ”11,571.696 14,860,808 
pS ES Ea eee Se. 492,816 553,950 


1X-ray and motion-picture camefas not included. 


* In dozen sheets of 0.2376 square meters. 


Source: Ministry of International Trade and Industry. 





Haitian Exports of 
Sisal Highest Yet 


Haiti's sisal exports for the fiscal 
year 1956 were the highest on record, 
even exceeding the peak reached in 
1950, the U. 8S. Embassy in Port-au- 
Prince reports. 

Most of the production was- shipped 


to the United States. The following 
data show exports, value, and price per 
pound of sisal, for the period 1950-56. 


Average 

Exports' Value price’ 
$9.3 12.7 

12.1 17.5 

10.3 18.0 

47 10.7 

49 9.3 

54 7.9 

6.3 4 





ounds. 
ollars. 


1In millions of 
5 In millions of 
SIn cents. 


These figures show a fairly continuous 
decline in the price of sisal—from 18 
cents a pound in 1952 to 7.9 cents a 
pound in 1955-56. During the Korean 
War, the price temporarily. reached 30 
cents a pound. The combination of a 
return to peacetime conditions plus the 
fact that Brazil and Mexico give sub- 
sidies on manufactured items equiva- 
lent to sisal has had the effect of im- 
pairing the profit margin of Haiti's 
largest sisal facility. This plantation, 
which holds about 30,000 acres in the 
north of Haiti and keeps roughly one- 
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third of its acreage in production at all 
times, is American owned. 

Because of continued deterioration in 
sisal demand, the plantation reportedly 
is considering a plan to curtail drasti- 
cally its operations in Haiti. 





Afghan Sericulture Promoted 


Two interested groups are taking 
steps to increase silk production in 
Afghanistan. 

The Institute of Sericulture at Bagh- 
lan distributed free to the local popula- 
tion 20,000 mulberry plants. 

The Cotton Syndicate, also at Bagh- 
lan, has planted 30,000 indigenous and 
15,000 Japanese mulberry trees at Gul- 
Teppa, according to the U. S. Embassy 
in Kabul. 





Pakistani Biscuit Factory Set 


A new biscuit manufacturing plant at 
Sukkur in Hyderabad Division of West 
Pakistan is reported to be nearing 
completion, according to the U. S. 
Embassy in Karachi. 

The new plant, to: be known as R. B. 
Biscuit Factory, will have an automatic 
plant with a daily production of 2,500 
pounds of cookies. 





Cotton consumption in El Salvador 
in 1956-57 is expected to reach about 
15,000 bales, compared with 12,000 in 
1955-56, the Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice reports. 





French Production ... 


(Continued from page 25) 


of this field will be exhausted witht, 
15 years, 

Meanwhile, a development of greater 
significance to the future has been the 
progress in exploitation of the natural 
gas field at Lacq in the southwester, 
region. Although the oilfield was fully 
drilled up and declining in prod 
the deep gas field turned out to beg 
major discovery. Eventually this fie¥ 
will be of great economic importance ty 
France. 

The Lacq sulfur gas reserves now ar 
estimated from 150 to 400 million cubig 
meters and the lateral extent of the 
field has not yet been determined, 4 
first stage gasoline extraction and 
sulfur recovery plant was opened on 
April 29. From the first 6 wells now 
producing, 1 million cubic meters of gas 
will be extracted daily giving 650,000 
cubic meters of refined gas. Annuaj 
production is estimated at 200 million 
cubic meters of refined gas, 60,000 tons 
of sulfur, 4,000 tons of propane, 400 
tons of butane, and 12,000 cubic meter 
of gasoline. 

By 1961, this large natural gas field 
will be able to produce 20 million cubie 
meters of gas daily, the largest natural 
gas output of any European country 
It also will be able to supply all 
France’s sulfur requirements with # 
sizable exportable surplus at a great 
saving in foreign exchange.—U, S. Em 
bassy, Paris. 





Indonesia To Get Smelter 


A German firm which has been 
making a survey of the possibility o 
establishing an iron and steel industry 
in Indonesia has, according to the presi 
been given a contract by the Indonesian 
Government to plan and design a com 
plete tin smelter. 


The contract for the construction of 
the smelter presumably will not be let 
until the plans have been approved, the 
U. S. Embassy in Djakarta reports. 


New Books Bae 


(Continued from page 22) 
ard International Trade Classification 
(SITC) are shown in tabular form fo 
24 countries for the period indicated. 
In addition, principal exports of § 
other countries are given for the same 
period. 


The data are first presented in sum 
mary tables based on seven large con 
modity classes and then in detailed 
tables based on 150 commodity groups 
Since the tables are intended to d& 
scribe the movement of commodities it 
international trade and to promo 
international comparability, values haw 
been converted to U. S: dollars and 
wherever possible, quantities are show! 
in metric tons, 
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Netherlands Trader 
Loses Export Rights 


Nisan Simon Cohen, an exporter-im- 
of Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 
has been denied all U. S. export privi- 
jeges for the duration of U. S. export 
controls because of illegal transship- 
ment of U. S.-origin antibiotics to com- 
munist China, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. 

In November 1954, Cohen contracted 
to sell 50,000 bottles of aureomycin 
valued at $250,000 to a purchaser for 
the communist Chinese. Knowing that 
he could not secure the pharmaceuticals 
directly from the United States for sale 
to his purchaser, Cohen fulfilled the 
contract by obtaining the aureomycin 
from another supplier in Belgium who 
purchased the pharmaceuticals from a 
third Belgian supplier, who, in turn, 
bought the antibiotics from a U. S. ex- 
porter. 

BFC said this case follows the cur- 
rent pattern of U. S. export control- 
vielations involving transshipments to 
communist China. Suppliers to the 
communist Chinese who are residents 
of neutral countries purchase U. S. 
goods from other suppliers, either in 
their own or other neutral countries, 
who then obtain the materials under 
general export license from suppliers in 
the United States—thus forming a 
chain to acquire indirectly what they 
know they cannot acquire directly. 

The parts played by the intermedi- 
aries in this. case are presently under 
investigation, BFC stated. 

Under the denial order, effective April 
29, Cohen and any other person or firm 
with whom he may be related by own- 
ership, control, or position of responsi- 
bility are prohibited from receiving, dis- 
posing, financing, or otherwise partici- 
pating in U. S. exports, either directly 
or indirectly. The order further states 
that no export or related service in- 
volving U. S. goods may be performed 
for them by any person or firm. 





Duty ‘on Jute Backing Same 


The Tariff Commission announced on 
May 15 that its “escape clause” investi- 
gation into imports of certain jute fab- 
rics used principally as a backing for 
tufted carpeting, found that they are 
not causing or threatening serious in- 
jury to the domestic producer of the 
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directly competitive product. 

The investigation was made upon the 
application of the Patchogue-Plymouth 
Corporation of New York City. 

The Commission, determined, there- 
fore, that no sufficient reason exists for 
recommending to the President any 
withdrawal or modification of the duty 
concession applicable to this product 
under the 1948 General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade. 
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U.S. Export Licensing of Goods 
To Eastern Europe Increases 


U. S. export licensing of nonstrategic commodities to Eastern 
Europe in the first quarter of 1957 reached the highest quarterly level 
in more than 8 years, Secretary of Commerce Sinclair Weeks reports. 

In his 39th Quarterly Report to the President and the Congress 
covering export control operations in the first quarter of 1957, he stated 


that export licensing to Eastern Europe 
totaled $16.4 million in the first quarter 
of 1957, well above the $6.4 million li- 
censed in the preceding quarter and the 
$8.6 million licensed in the first quarter 
of 1956. 

The substantial increase in first-quar- 
ter export licensing to the U.S.S.R. and 
other Eastern European destinations, 
the report states, reflects a progressive- 
ly broadening Soviet bloc interest in 
U. S. nonstrategic goods, not only in 
agricultural products, but also in indus- 
trial machinery, textiles, and chemicals. 


Exports Below Value Licensed 
Secretary Weeks pointed out, how- 
ever that the sharp increase in dollar 
value of export licensing to the bloc 
since early 1956 is an indication of trend 


rather than actual export volume. He 
said that experience has shown that the 
actual value of U. S. exports to Eastern 
Europe usually falls considerably below 
the value of export licenses issued. For 
example, exports to Eastern Europe in 
1956 were valued at $11.2 million, or 
less than 39 percent of the $29 million 
licensed for that area in the same 
period. 

This difference is explained principal- 
ly by financial or other obstacles en- 
countered by Ameriean exporters in 
dealing with the bloc, resulting in expi- 
ration of export licenses before ship- 
ment can be made or in cancellation of 
export orders. 


Among the principal commodities li- 
censed to Eastern Europe in the first 
quarter, exclusive of $4 million in foods, 
drugs, and clothing shipped to Hungary 
under relief auspices, were: $2,684,815 
of inedible tallow, chiefly to Poland and 
the U.S.S.R.; $1,926,640 of hides and 
skins, mostly to the U.S.S.R. and 
Czechoslovakia; $1,857,913 of seeds 
(corn, grass, alfalfa, and others), prin- 
cipally to Rumania and East Germany; 
$1,424,940 of peanuts to Poland; $564,- 
049 of soybeans to Poland; $957,505 of 
wool rags and $78,687 of dynel knitting 
yarn to Poland; $221,296 of petroleum 
coke to Poland, and $45,661 of new 
passenger cars to Poland, the U.S.S.R., 
Czechoslovakia, and Rumania. 


Certain Machinery Licensed 
Licenses issued for machinery in- 


cluded bottle-forming machines to 
Czechoslovakia, $194,740; $54,851 of 





conveyor equipment to Rumania; a 
rock-drilling machine at $19,045, a pa- 
per-converting machine valued at $126,- 


750; and wrapping, packaging, and 
filling machines valued at $11,839, all 
to the U.S.S.R. 

Other commodities licensed included 
acetaldol, niacin, air conditioners, a 
bleaching machine, chain saws, citric 
acid, corn dryers, diapers, small motor 
generators, restaurant equipment, sew- 
ing machines, tires and tubes, truck 
hoists, and typecasting machines, 

These licensing data do not include 
exports under general license GISA, 
which permits shipment of some 700 
selected items of peaceful goods to East- 
ern Europe without the necessity of 
applying for individual export licenses. 
Although this general license has been 
in effect since April 26, 1956, Eastern 
Europe continues to show relatively lit- 
tle interest in commodities exportable 
under its provisions, the report states. 


Exports Total $11.2 Million 


U. S. shipments—actual exports—to 
Eastern Europe increased in the fourth 
quarter of 1956 to $2.4 million from the 
$2 million exported in the preceding 
quarter, and from the $1.2 million ex- 
ported in the fourth quarter of 1955. 
For the entire year of 1956, such ex- 
ports, valued at $11.2 million, were 
considerably above the 1955 total of $7 
million, but still less than 4 percent of 
the 1947 level when such exports totaled 
$340 million. In terms of total U. S. for- 
eign trade, exports to Eastern Europe 
in 1956 were still nominal, amounting 
to less than one-tenth of 1 percent of 
shipments to all destinations in the 
same period. 

U. S. imports from Eastern Europe 
also rose in the fourth quarter of 1956, 
the report shows. Such imports totaled 
$17.3 million in the fourth quarter, as 
compared with $14.9 million imported 
in the preceding quarter, and $15.8 mil- 
lion in the fourth quarter of 1955. For 
the whole of 1956, such imports were 
valued at $65.4 million, as against $55.8 
million for the preceding year. U. S. 
imports from Eastern totaled 
$108.2 million in 1947, prior to the in- 
tensification of “cold war” tensions. 


Principal shipments imported from 
the area in 1956 covered such commodi- 


(Continued on page 28) 
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ICA Assists Indonesia, Libya, and 


Ceylon in Economic Development 


The United States and Indonesia have signed an agreement whereby 
the latter will receive its first U. S. loan, a $15-million credit, the Inter- 
national Cooperation Administration reports. 

Completion of the Indonesian agreement was one of three 
announced by ICA, the other two being with Libya and Ceylon, each of 


which was granted $2% million on a 
loan basis. 

ICA officials said that Indonesia pro- 
poses to use the funds for highway 
construction in Sumatra and installa- 
tion of diesel-electric power generating 
plants in more than 30 towns and cities 
scattered across the 3,000-mile arc of 
the Indonesian islands. 

The dollars to be loaned under the 
agreement will be used to finance im- 
ports of machinery, supplies, equipment 
and technical services not available in 
Indonesia. 

Before Indonesia gained her independ- 
ence, the United States granted $100 
million worth of commodities under the 
terms of the Marshall Plan to bring 
relief to the Indonesian people in their 
time of critical need and hardship. 

Since independence, Indonesia’s grow- 
ing needs for skilled personnel and im- 
proved techniques in such fields as agri- 
culture, education, health, and industry 
have been eased by the Technica] Co- 
operation program, and the 1951 Export- 
Import Bank credit financed her pur- 
chases of needed capital goods. 

Indonesia is to repay the loan over a 
40-year period, with principal repay- 
ments to begin 4 years after the first 
disbursement. Interest will be at 4 per- 
cent, if repaid in Indonesian rupiahs, and 
3 percent if repaid in dollars. 

Indonesia proposes to use the $15- 
million loan fund about equally for the 
Sumatran highway project and the far- 
flung electric project. 

The highway project proposes the 
construction or rehabilitation of up to 
300 miles of roadway in Sumatra, and 
the training of Indonesian personnel in 
highway construction and maintenance. 

The loan to Ceylon is for $2.5 million 





and represents one-half of the $5 million 
which ICA has allocated in the 1957 
fiscal year for development assistance in 
this South Asian nation. 

Proceeds from the loan will be used 
by Celyon to help finance irrigation and 
land development projects, a physical 
resources survey, highway development, 
malaria eradication, -and expansion of 
the University of Ceylon. 


Of the remaining $2.5 million in 1957 
development assistance funds, $2.24 mil- 
lion will be used to purchase wheat 
flour in the United States. Proceeds from 
the sale of this flour will be granted to 
Ceylon for other economic assistance 
projects. 

U. S. aid projects supplement Cey- 
lon’s own 6-year development program 
to advance the economic well-being of 
the Ceylonese people. 

A $2%-million loan for Libya will 
provide part of the financing for the 
renovation and expansion of the Tripoli 
electric-power project, including instal- 
lation of two 10,000-kilowatt generating 
units and necessary repair and expan- 
sion of transmission and distribution 
facilities. 

Existing facilities are inadequate for 
the increasing power needs of Tripoli 
and the surrounding area for domestic, 
agricultural, or industrial purposes. 

Total cost of the Libyan Government 
project is estimated at $11 million. The 
Westinghouse Electric International Co. 
has extended Libya a $3.6-million line 
of credit under which it will supply 
equipment of its manufacture. The $2%- 
million ICA loan is repayable in dollars 
over a 20-year period, with 3 percent 
interest. 


U. S. Export... 


(Continued from page 27) 

ties as canned cooked hams, shoulders 
and other pork products from Poland: 
furs and fur manufactures, mostly from 
the U.S.S.R.; photographic goods, an 
fertilizers and fertilizer materials from 
East Germany; imitation precious and 
semiprecious stones from Czechosl« 
vakia; glass and glass products from 
Czechoslovakia and Poland; and jute 
burlap from Hungary. 


U. S. exports to communist Chin 
and North Korea have been under total 
embargo since 1950. 


In addition to trade with Eastem 
Europe, the report also discusses e 
forcement of U. S. export*regulations 
short supply controls, and other first 
quarter 1957 operations under the Ex 
port Control Act of 1949. 


The 43-page publication entitled “Ex 
port Control, Thirty-ninth Quarterly 
Report”, is available from the Super 
intendent of Documents, U. S. Govern 
ment Printing Office, Washington 3 
D. C., or from any of the Department 
of Commerce Field Offices at 20 cents 
a copy. 
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